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By JULIE VARNEY 
Editor-in-Chief 


In response to a number of recent 
layoffs being made by the college as 
cost-cutting measures in the current 
budget crisis, and growing concerns 
among faculty and staff about these lay- 
offs, the Observer has decided to obtain 
the salary list of NECC employees to 
look at the overall salary picture of the 
college. 

According to Vice President of 
Administration and Finance Sue Wolfe, 
personnel actions in response to the 
budget shortfall include retrenchments 
(reductions in contract length), layoffs 
of faculty and staff members, reduced 
work hours (full-time to part-time), vol- 
untary furloughs and the reduction and 
elimination of overtime. 

These staffing plans need to be in 
place by July 1, the start of FY (fiscal 
year) 2010, according to Wolfe. 

“We're getting to the point to final- 
ize our budgets for FY 10, and to meet 
our budget reductions, unfortunately, 
personnel actions will have to be part of 
it,” Wolfe said. 

There have already been a number 
of layoffs and retrenchments, according 
to Wolfe, although she would not con- 
firm a specific number, and she only 


NECC student Jose Garcia 1 erecticdd the 
violin in the empty Quad on a late Friday 


expects that number to go up. 

“T expect there may be some addi- 
tional personnel actions over the next 
few weeks,” Wolfe said. 

A consolidated list of personnel 
actions that have been taken at the col- 
lege is not yet available, according to 
Wolfe. 

“Each vice president is working 
with the Dean of Human Resources 
Steve Fabbrucci, and the president 
around actions specific to their divi- 
sion,” Wolfe said in an email. 

Wolfe also stated that there will be 
layoffs in the majority of the divisions. 

There is also another reason why a 
list is not yet being made available. 

“We want to respect people’s priva- 
cy and space when they are in the 
unfortunate position of having lost their 
job,” Wolfe said. “We want to give peo- 
ple a little more time to share the bad 
news with those close to them here on 
campus, versus seeing it in a college 
document or in the paper,” Wolfe said. 

Although a list of specific positions 
that have been eliminated wouldn’t be 
released by the administration, the 
Observer has been able to independent- 
ly confirm several positions that appear 
on the salary list, accurate as of April 
2009, have since been eliminated. 

These positions include a non-unit 
(union) professional director position at 


Club argues with Senate 


Parnassus appeals, 
but Senate approves 
budget cuts 


By JULIE VARNEY 
Editor-in-Chief 


The Student Senate approved the pre- 
liminary budget allocations for student 
clubs and activities at its April 29 meeting 
amidst heated debate surrounding 
Parnassus and questions on the transparen- 
cy of the entire budget process. 

At the meeting, the senate Finance 
Committee presented its preliminary budg- 
et recommendations for the entire senate to 
vote on. 

The senate did not vote to consider 
each individual club’s allocation, but rather 
Senators were asked to approve or not 
approve the overall budget recommenda- 
tion, which was $377,962 flat or 
$368,315.05 assuming a 5 percent cut. 

The budget decisions on individual 
allocations were made prior to the senate 
meeting by the Finance Committee, and as 
reported in the April 29 issue of the 
Observer, in a series of closed meetings in 
violation of Massachusetts Open Meeting 
Laws. 

Senators were given the budget recom- 
mendation document as they entered the 
senate meeting and, as the meting officially 
got underway, were asked by Senate 
President Brenda Caunter to look it over 
before taking a vote. 

The budget document senators 
received was a collapsed 4-page version of 
the full 6-page document from the Finance 
Committee, leaving out many line item 


a rate of $77,608 and a unionized part- 
time Student Activitites staff assistant 
position at a rate of $23,556. 

Also, two other full-time profes- 
sional staff positions,which were grant 
funded, were eliminated. 

Wolfe confirmed there had been 
retrenchments, cuts from 12-month to 
10-month contracts, in the area of 
Enrollment Management and Student 
Services. 

The Observer has been able to con- 
firm four retrenchments of professional 
staff, three in the Career Planning and 
Advising Center and one in Student 
Activities, at a total savings of $37,000 
to the college. 

The total budget savings as a result 
of all layoffs and personnel actions will 
not be fully determined, or disclosed, 
according to Wolfe, until the Board of 
Trustees finishes its budget review and 
presents it at the trustees meeting on 
June 3. 

The salary list also reflects recent 


pay raises. 
According to Professor Joe 
LeBlanc, president of the 


Massachusetts Community College 
Council, the union that represents pro- 
fessional faculty and staff at the col- 
lege, faculty raises are determined by 
contract. 

MCCC union members received 


ee ainiet 6 Senate Adviser and Director 
of Student Engagement Dina Brown men- 
tioned to the senate that three clubs had sent 
in appeal letters in response to their prelim- 
inary budget allocations, it was not 
announced to the senate which clubs had 
sent in appeals nor were those appeal letters 
read to the senate. 

Senators only began debating the 
budget allocation of a particular club that 
submitted an appeal, literary magazine 
Pamassus, when senate Vice President 
Babak Alian asked the senate to reconsider 
the cuts being made to their allocation, 

“T’m advocating for them,” Alian said. 
“Tm here for the students, to represent the 
people.” 

Alian questioned if the senate was 
making an informed decision. 

“Did anyone do their homework and 
talk to different clubs,” Alian said. “Would 
you just vote on it? I have a problem with 
the way we're doing this.” 

Pamassus’ preliminary budget alloca- 
tion was $4,200, which was down from this 
year’s budget of $6,537, and more than 50 
percent less than the $8,500 they requested. 

Senators questioned why a club that 
only has a staff of 5 to 10 people would 
receive such a large budget allocation. 

“Tf it’s a five to 10 member club it’s 
obviously not representative of the college,” 
senator Alicia Babcock said. 

Two Pamassus staff members were 
present at the senate meeting to speak on the 
club’s behalf. 

“This is for the students, by the stu- 
dents. It’s for all students to submit to and be 
part of the magazine, not just the staff” 
Denya Blanco, a Pamassus staff member, 
said. “This is not just about the staff, this is 


an increase of 2.5 - 3.5 percent last year, 
according to LeBlanc. 

Also, according to LeBlanc, last 
July the Board of Higher Education 
allowed colleges to grant up to a 4 per- 
cent increase to their non-unit person- 
nel. Several administrators at NECC 
received this pay increase. 

At the September NECC Board of 
Trustees meeting, it was voted to award 
President David Hartleb the maximum 
4.17 percent inflationary salary adjust- 
ment. Additionally, at the October 
meeting, it was confirmed that the pres- 
ident received the maximum 3 percent 
merit salary increase from the 
Department of Higher Education. 

The president’s salary has 
increased significantly since the 
Observer last obtained and analyzed the 
salary data, from $161,136 in 2005, to 
$174,200 in 2007, to $196,584.72 cur- 
rently in 2009. Over these 4 years, 
Hartleb’s salary has increased by over 
20 percent. 

According to the salary list, 15 
NECC employees make a yearly 
income exceeding $100,000: Executive 


Vice President of Enrollment 
Management Mary Ellen Ashley, 
$161,200; Chief Information 


Technology Officer Jeffrey Bickford, 
$112,500; Dean of Human Resources 
Steve Fabbrucci, 116,933.44; Dean of 


about the entire student body.” 

However, Pamassus staff members 
were unable to convince the senate the 
value they believe Pamassus has. 

“How important is this really for the 
students, if none of us know about it does it 
really benefit the students?” senator Lena 
Dziechowski said. “Shouldn’t money be 
spent better on something people actually 
care about?” 

The senate president agreed. 

“Not everyone knows about it , how is 
that important to the student body if the 
majority of students don’t even know about 
the magazine?” Caunter said. 

Pamassus staff members were frustrat- 
ed with the arguments of the senate. 

“The reason why I’m here is that 
what’s.going on with Pamassus shouldn’t 
be going on,” Blanco said. “We’ve been a 
part of this school for 45 years and the first 
time we win an award our budget gets cut.” 

Lathon Jones-Downing, a Pamassus 
staff member, said, “We're producing 
something of value, We’re making a maga- 
zine that we give out to students, and stu- 
dents have an opportunity to be published 


The newest issue of Pamassus features 
works by nearly 30 members of the NECC 
community. 

“Tt reflects well on our college, that’s 
big. We win awards; we recently won best 
gallery in the nation,” Jones-Downing said. 
“We're only getting better, more students 
are showing interest.” 

Fundraising was a major point of con- 
tention amongst the senate. 

“Tn the times we’re in we need all the 
clubs to fundraise to make up for their allo- 
cation,” senate Vice President of Lawrence 


See Senate page 8 


NECC faculty and staff salaries released 


Institutional Research and Planning 
Thomas Fallon, $124,800; Vice 
President of Academic Affairs Lane 
Glenn, $145,314; Dean of Humanities 
and Social Sciences Susan Grolnic, 
$110,185.73; Program Director Robert 
Halpin, $116,412.66; President David 
Hartleb, $196,584.72; Dean of 
Instructional and Student Support 
David Kelley, $142,950.04; Dean of 
Health Professions Jackie Long- 
Goding, $102,735.01; Dean, Division 
of Workforce Development & 
Community Education Kelly Osmer, 
$110,852.04; Vice President of 
Institutional Advancement Jean Poth, — 
$123,297.75; Dean of Development 
Wendy Shaffer, $103,342.93; Assistant 
Dean of Humanities, Social Sciences 
and Human Services Elizabeth 
Wilcoxson, $103,291.07; and Vice 
President of Administration and 
Finance Sue Wolfe, $130,000. 

Also calculated by the Observer, 
the current average salaries for full- 
time faculty are as follows: professor, 
$67,181.52; associate professor, 
$54,448.16; assistant —_ professor, 
$49,329.22; and instructor, $47,019.12. 

“The salary list does not include 
NECC’s approximately 350 adjunct 
faculty, who are paid at a rate of around 
$2,450 - $3,000 per course. 

See List page 6 
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You canet argue the value aE art 


We believe one of the most disturbing 
things to come out of the most recent senate 
meeting was the debate over whether Parnassus, 
NECC’s award-winning literary arts magazine, 
had any benefit to the student body and college 
community. 

NECC is an academic institution where the 
value of art, literature, poetry, photography and 
design should be apparent, nurtured and appre- 
ciated. It is arguably priceless, and literally, at 
NECC it is. 

The high-quality magazine is provided to 
the NECC community for free. Parnassus advis- 
er Patrick Lochelt worked at a school where 
their literary magazine sold for $21 at the cam- 
pus bookstore. If it came to that at NECC, espe- 


cially at a community college, it would be a dis- 
service to the school and its students. 

Parnassus does indeed benefit the college 
community, there should be no argument there. 
It provides the school with positive publicity 
and recognition for the students whose works 
are published within its pages. 

And just this opportunity alone, to be pub- 
lished, is extremely important. Everyone has to 
start somewhere, and this is a community col- 
lege that should be dedicated to giving its stu- 
dents an opportunity such as this. 

Ironically, Parnassus’ budget is being cut at 
a time when Parnassus is winning awards and is 
among the top community college literary mag- 
azines in the nation, and it has the potential to 
become only better. 

Is this how the school rewards the hard 
work and success of its students? 


We'll always have Kansas City 


The Observer is losing many valued staff 
members who are graduating this semester: 
Opinion Editor Hansel Lopez, Alt.Edge 
Editor Nick Sermuksnis, Sports Editor 
Christian Stone and Staff Photographer Ryan 
McBride. 

They have become part of our Observer 
family and will greatly missed. Their impact 
on the Observer extends far beyond its pages. 

Hansel was our Dick Cheney and he was a 
rock. When times got tough, he never pan- 
icked. 

Nick was our Condoleezza Rice, and even 
though that makes no sense to anyone, it 


The award-winning student newspaper 


makes sense to us somehow. No one could 
ever replace him, literally, as his section more 
than likely leaves with him. 

Christian, well there's not much we can say 
about Christian that wouldn’t get us all into 
trouble. We were never lonely when we were 
with him. 

Ryan was one of the nicest guys we know 
and our pages look better for having him 
around. 

We couldn’t have deserved a better staff, 
and it is not goodbye, but until we meet again 
in Kansas City for good food, friends, meat 
bread, Northeastern pig ‘lovers’ and Yummo’s. 
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Lathon 
Liberal Arts 


enough. 


See you in September 


This is the Observer’s last issue of the 2008-2009 academic year. 


Jones-Downing, 


“You could never pay a teacher 
That’s like asking if you 
pay your mom enough.” 


We will resume publication in September, with our next issue pub- 
lished the first week of the fall semester. The Observer congratulates 
the class of 2009 and wishes everyone a safe and productive summer. 


How to submit a letter to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publication 
may be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at the news- 
room, located in Rm. C-222 in the Spurk building. 

All letters must be be signed and also include a phone number for verifi- 
cation. Email submissions should include Letter to Editor in the subject line 
or risk not being received by the Observer email system. 


We prefer submissions via email: 
observer@necc.mass.edu 
“Include Letter to Editor in the subject line 


But, if you wish to submit a letter via paper: 
Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 01830 


While we attempt to publish all letters, 
we reserve the right to edit or reject those received. 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press 
College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press 
Association, and the New England Press Association. 


’ 


Mischa Kossodo, Biology 
“No, for all of their hard work and 
what they have to put up with.” 


The NECC Observer staff in Kansas City, Mo., in October 2008. The newspa- 
per staff is pictured here with an employee of Gates famous barbeque. 


J Roaming Reporter. 


Do you think that teachers are paid 


enough? 


Michael Guay, Kirsten Callahan, Graphic 
Physical Education Design 

“No, I really don’t think they're “For the hard work they do, prob- 
paid enough.” ably not.” 


Photos/Interviews by Hansel Lopez 


Alex Aro, Writing 

“I don’t even know what the teach- 

ers get paid to be honest with 

you.” amount of work they have to do 
they should be paid appropriately.” 


Paul Saint-Amand, Faculty 
“No, I don’t think they're paid 
enough. I think that with the 


As I ride towards the 
sunset I reflect on my 
time at the ‘Observer’ 


By HANSEL Lopez 
Opinion Editor 


It is with a 
heavy heart 
that I must 


announce that 
after 3 and a 
half years here 
at Northern 
Essense .euek 
Community 
College, I’m 
ready to close shop. Some of you 
must be saying “finally that jerk is 
leaving, talking out of his you know 
what all the time” and I understand 
this sentiment since I didn’t even see 
myself lasting this long (for further 
proof read my article titled “If you 
thought high school was bad...” that 
_ tan in the September 3, 2008 issue). 

For my last three semesters here I 
have served as the Opinion editor for 
the highly regarded college paper we 
know as the “Observer.” My time on 
the “Observer” has been one of the 
most satisfying experiences in my 
life. After 56 different articles the 
only regret that I have is that I didn’t 
join the staff sooner. Well that and all 
of the articles that were written still 
couldn’t stop the absurd smoking ban 
and “Parnassus” is still getting the 
short end of the stick. 

During my time as Opinion edi- 
tor I met some really interesting peo- 
ple and covered a huge spectrum of 
articles. Just off the top of my head I 
can remember writing about homo- 
phobia, video gaming, the elections 


(it seems like this was all I wrote 
about actually), Sarah Palin, army 
recruiters and my job as a deli clerk. 

What kept it interesting for me 
was that nothing was sacred and no 
stone was left unturned. Since my 
former Editor-in-Chief, Daniel 
Potocki, told me that we were an 
independent newspaper that had no 
interference from the school I felt 
like it was my duty to make the sec- 
tion as interesting as possible, hence 
my eclectic selection of topics. 
Another goal I set for myself was to 
try to raise as much questions and 
discourse amongst the student body 
as possible. I guess this is something 
that I’ve always fostered and it was 
brought out by Potocki who definite- 
ly loved to provoke others (for those 
who weren’t around or don’t care to 
remember, he was the Opinion editor 
before I was). 

Some of you may be wondering 
how or more like why did I choose to 
rip off the “Watchmen” slogan for 
my headline? Well the answer stems 
from something that Potocki once 
referred to me as. He noticed my 
timid behavior and tendency to 
observe whatever was going on in the 
newsroom for long stretches of time 
without saying a word so one day he 
saw me and decided to name me the 
silent observer. And in a way that 
became my job to observe, formulate 
my opinion on whatever the subject 
was and write my interpretation of it. 

Before | fade into the collective 
obscurity that is the short attention 
span of many of my peers I want to 
take the time to shout out some peo- 
ple. These are a collection of profes- 
sors, students and anybody else who 
during this trip had some kind of 
impact on me. 
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Cristina Napoli photo 


After three semesters and ae eclectic articles I’ve decided to call it day as the 


Opinion Editor. 


So, thank you Amy Callahan for 
finally getting me to join the 
“Observer” and showing me the jour- 
nalism ropes. A shout out goes to 
Paul Saint-Amand, Janet Clark and 
Tom Greene for teaching me how to 
write properly. Meredith Gunning 
deserves credit for valuable existen- 
tial discussions and awesome bake 
sale food. Thanks to the entire 
“Observer” crew past and present for 
showing me an awesome time (espe- 
cially Nick Sermuksnis for being one 
half of the bromance and Cable). 
Also thank you Karl Chambers for a 
very interesting conversation on 


political contrasts and Ryan Egnet for 
reading my stuff and giving feed- 
back. A thank you goes out to 
Stephen Slaner for introducing me to 
Noam Chomsky. Mark Palermo 
deserves major kudos for always sup- 
plying my section with very original 
and intelligent columns. Thanks to 
anyone who wrote to the “Observer” 
regardless if you were praising the 
paper or had a problem with an arti- 
cle, what matters is that you took the 
time to read the paper and your con- 
tribution will in one way or another 
improve the “Observer.” 

And most importantly thank you 


to all of the Journalism students who 
wrote and submitted quality work for 
the “Observer” this semester. By 
journalism students I mean sweet 
people like Ryan Jackson, Kristina 
Andriotakis, Christina Schneider, 
Brittany Saab, Brittany Wright, 
Kelsey Redden, Ben Knight, Jeffrey 
Ortiz, Joshua Therrien, Nicole Scopa, 
Mary Marshall and Sam Sawyer 
(best of luck next semester as the new 
Opinion editor). Thank you for put- 
ting in the time and writing good sto- 
Ties as opposed to writing on the lat- 
est celebrity scandal or gossip. 


Parnassus faces uncertain future 


To the Editors of The Observer 
and the NECC community: 

This is Patrick Lochelt from the 
English department and faculty advi- 
sor of Parnassus, the NECC literary 
arts magazine. I'd like to offer thanks 
to Hansel Lopez and the rest of the 
Observer staff for the support and 
several articles devoted to helping 
Parnassus printed over this past year. 

As has been reported, Parnassus 
is facing an enormous budget reduc- 
tion for 2010, a cut that will take our 
printing allotment down well over 50 
percent from only two years ago. 
Such a cut in our funding, if 
approved, will be incredibly detri- 
mental to our ability to provide 
NECC students with a proper show- 
case for their amazing art and writing 
that is submitted to us each semester. 

When I took the helm at 
Parnassus three years ago, my goal 
was to elevate the quality and design 
of the book to both interest and entice 
readers and NECC artists and writers 
and to give the school a publication 
to be proud of. In that time, I have 
rejected payment for my role with the 
book, favoring the money towards 
our publication goals instead. I’ve 
been incredibly happy with our 
progress since that time, as, due to 
our upgrades and changes, Parnassus 
is currently among the top 10 com- 
munity college literary magazines in 
the nation. This is in large part due to 
the great work NECC students have 
provided us with as well as the hard 
work the Parnassus staffs have put in, 


but the biggest factor in our success 
has been our ability to pay for the 
various improvements we have made 
over the last years. 

Features like full color through- 
out our issues, perfect binding, 
improved paper quality, and the abil- 
ity to print an acceptable number of 
issues are all unfortunately costly 
(though all completely affordable 
under our previous budgets), but ulti- 
mately, these features are what have 
given Parnassus and thus NECC the 
status is has achieved. The past sup- 
port that we have been shown by pre- 
vious budgets has been in sharp 
decline over the last two years, how- 
ever, and I feel these cuts are beyond 
excessive as well as unfair. 

While Parnassus might not appeal 
to every student at NECC, it’s my belief 
that, as a nationwide ambassador for the 
school as a whole, Parnassus effectively 
improves the college experience for all 
students at NECC, raising the profile of 
our school and giving a wide audience 
to our very deserving students. 

Because Parnassus is free, any 
student on campus has access to our 
book, and we have not yet had a year 
go by where every issue printed was 
not picked up. By imposing such 
large cuts to our budget, the school is 
severely hindering our abilities to 
continue to improve our publication 
and to impress upon the nation that 
our school has students worth paying 
attention to. A well-made and sup- 
ported literary magazine can serve 
the entire college in many ways, even 


persuading students to attend our 
school versus another. If Parnassus is 
brought down to a level where our 
production values are compromised 
(as the proposed cuts would do), it is 
unlikely that we can do nearly as 
much good for our students and for 
the school as a whole. 

Our students deserve the best 
platform for their works as is possi- 
ble, to be able to include Parnassus 
on their résumés and in their portfo- 
lios, and in order to do provide this 
level of quality, there must be a 
reconsideration of the cuts that have 
been imposed. I am fully aware that 
all areas of the college are currently 
financially burdened, and I respect 
that cuts have to be made. I am hope- 
ful, however, that the college will 
find it worthwhile to reinvest in our 
creative-minded students with a turn- 
around in our funding for Parnassus. 

The 2009 Parnassus will be avail- 
able on campus during finals week, 
and will continue to be on stands 
throughout the 2010 school year. If 
you want to be involved, deadlines 
for submissions will be posted short- 
ly after the start of each semester, as 
will calls for staff membership, 
which is available to all students. 

Visit our website at www.pamassus- 
litmag.com for more information. 
Thanks so much to all of our supporters. 


Sincerely, 

Patrick Lochelt 

Faculty member, English Dept. 
Parnassus Adviser 


Closed door Senate 
meetings are illegal 


Dear Editor, 

I picked up your newspaper when 
I attended a spring chorus concert 
with my son on Sunday, May 3, at 
NECC. Hats off to Observer Editor- 
in-Chief Julie Varney for exposing 
the closed-door illegal and immoral 
student government finance meet- 
ings. 

What? Are these kids practicing 
to work with the corrupt politicians at 
the State House? What are they 
thinking, holding secret meetings to 
decide how more than $300K of stu- 
dent fees are spent! And throwing 
out the press! Arrogant morons. You 
should publish each of their names 
and photographs and create a wall of 
shame and post them on it. 


I suggest that the next time they 
try these tricks, you either refuse to 
leave until arrested (on- what 
grounds??) or call in the local news- 
papers for backup. I for one would 
volunteer to hold a video camera in 
their faces. 

I'll be sure to include a note of 
their arrogance and lack of respect to 
all the students and their parents who 
are forced to pay into that activity fee 
account, in my next newspaper col- 
umn in the Valley Patriot. 


Yours, 

Lonnie Brennan 

9 Hamilton Terrace 
Georgetown, MA 01833 


Student Senate has its 
work cut out for it 


Dear Editors: 

I was really impressed by the 
attention that the April 29 issue of the 
Observer gave to the Student Senate 
and Parnassus. I’d like to build on 
what I said to the reporter. I believe 
that the NECC Student Senate and all 
of its committees should observe the 
State Open Meeting Law even if it is 
not legally binding on them. 

When any entity reaches deci- 
sions in the open, support for the 


work of that entity increases. 
Decisions reached behind closed 
doors diminish support. 

Based on the “Roaming 
Reporter’s” findings, I’d say that the 
Student Senate needs to work on get- 
ting the student body to support it and 
have confidence in it. Transparency 
can only help in this effort. 


Stephen Russell, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor of History 


‘Page 4. NECC Observer May 6, 200 


The journey in search for myself 


A recollection of my- 
life out on the road 


and what I found 


By MaArK PALERMO 
Guest Columnist 


When I 
turned 27, I felt 
the existential 
void breathing 
down my back. 
I visualized my 
remaining days 
on earth as a 
| fifty-year rou- 
tine of work, 
hot suppers, beer and TV. I was 
financially secure, but I remembered 
what Thoreau said: “Most men lead 
lives of quiet desperation.” It was 
time for action, so I quit the job, the 
apartment, and cashed in my retire- 
ment account. I bought an old 
Econoline van, equipped it with a 
bed, canned food, guitar and ice box. 
I drove across country, worked odd 
jobs, and spent a year meeting sin- 
ners and saints along the way. 
Looking back now at 59, it was a 
good thing. 

After a couple of months on the 
road, I found myself one Sunday 
afternoon in a Mexican bar where | 
met Crazy Mike from Minnesota. He 
worked construction, and lived with 
his wife and brood of kids in a tarpa- 
per shack on one of Mexicali’s dusty 
back streets. As fate would have it, a 


torrential flood had just destroyed or 
damaged thousands of homes in the 
southern California desert. Mike got 
me a construction job and let me stay 
at his place for a while. He turned out 
to be a sociopathic alcoholic, but 
oddly kind. Anyway, I had grown up 
in a tenement in Lawrence in the S0s- 
a breeding ground for sociopaths- 


too cold for the van, so I moved into 
a rooming house where I met my new 
landlord, Larry. Outwardly and 
unabashedly gay- this was 1977 ina 
desert cowboy town - Larry spoke 
with a lisp and walked with an effem- 
inate swishing gait. | didn’t care 
about that, but the guys on the job 
would joke about me living with 


TS I 


Larry’s life had been marked by horri- 
ble accidents and catastrophes, stuff 
that would have made anybody crazy. 


and had long ago learned to relax 
around them, but never relax too 
much. 

All the guys I worked with were 
chronic alcoholics. My job was to 
mix cement, carry blocks, and on the 
side the contractor would give me a 
few extra bucks if I kept the bricklay- 
ers halfway sober, which wasn’t easy. 
Starting work at 4 a.m., they would 
send me to the liquor store soon after- 
wards to get their “breakfast.” By 
10:30, with the temperature around 
100 degrees and rising, the crew 
would typically retire for “lunch” to “ 
The Owl,” a 1930s tavern with a 
mahogany and brass bar and card 
room out back. Lunch usually lasted 
for the rest of the day, and for some 
of those guys, until closing time. 

Nights on the desert were getting 


“Larry the Queer,” yet nobody ever 
called him that to his face- with good 
reason. 

Larry was crazy. And it’s true 
what they say- when they go berserk, 
it takes five strong men to take them 
down. Even the cops were a bit wary 
around him. Larry was about 40, not 
big or mean looking, but ferocious 
when ridiculed or threatened by 
homophobic cowboys, drunken red- 
necks or Mexican pachucos- to 
whom he administered some viscous 
ass whippings. And if that wasn’t 
enough, Larry was a reputed arsonist 
and had been in and out of county 
jails and a mental hospital or two. I 
seem to remember him mentioning 
something about electro-shock treat- 
ments. 

But Larry was also irrepressible 
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and funny. For example, after a night 
of drinking, he would go for nude 
midnight jogs in the town’s central 
park. And Larry never, ever worked. 
He just drank and helped out in his 
Mom’s rooming house. In the 
evenings, I would sit on the porch 
and drink beer, and he would some- 
times join me. He was a self-reflec- 
tive and engaging conversationalist, 
with profound insights into human 
nature. 

I asked him once if he ever had 
the desire for women, and he sur- 
prised me by saying that once in a 
while, he did indeed feel the urge, but 
insisted that he himself was “all 
woman inside” and preferred men. 
He yearned to play the role of 1950s 
housewife to a straight-acting hus- 
band. He would often talk about Bob, 
a Marine drill sergeant from San 
Diego. Their relationship didn’t work 
out, and he pined for Bob- whom he 
called the great passion of his life. 

Larry could deal gracefully with 
difficult people, but he despised 
homophobes, and insisted that behind 
their macho poses, they were all clos- 
eted gays. He told me stories about 
judges, cops, teachers, 
ministers...Larry had dirt on half the 


town, which is why they mostly left 
him alone. 

Larry’s life had been marked by 
horrible accidents and catastrophes- 
stuff that would have made any- 
body crazy. To deal with the pain of 
his existence, he claimed to have 
mastered pain through the applica- 
tion of mind power. I saw him do 
some amazing things. One time, for 
example, he took his shirt off, and 
pushed a threaded needle through 
his skin -sewing at least a dozen 
buttons into the flesh around his 
stomach and chest while keeping up 
a casual conversation. And it didn’t 
bleed a drop; because he willed it 
not to bleed. 

I'll never forget the people I 
met on the road, especially the char- 
acters like Larry in that sleepy 
desert town which reminds me of 
John Steinbeck’s “Cannery Row.” I 
would hear a song on the radio then, 
“Carry on my wayward son, there’ ll 
be peace when you are done....” I 
came back a year later and enrolled 
in college. I had gazed upon the 
creeping existential void and 
pushed it away. 


Professor Mark Palermo is an 
NECC faculty member. 
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What students need 
to know about the 


Student Senate 


By DENyYA BLANCO 
Correspondent 


This piece will not be without 
controversy and I may have to face 
certain consequences for my courage. 
I do not pussyfoot around issues. I 
hate that politics has its teeth in edu- 
cation. The interests and welfare of 
the student body and the disburse- 
ment of public funds are not things to 
be trifled with. We should be striving 
toward progress and reward. I cannot 
fathom why deals have to be made at 
the expense of the world’s most valu- 
able commodity: intelligence. 

The English Language Cluster 
for Deaf and Hard of Hearing stu- 
dents was in danger of being cut this 
semester. Fortunately, federal aid 
monies are being used to save the 
program. In my opinion, it should 
have been the NECC’s Student 
Senate’s job to stand by them, but 
they did nothing. It is the only pro- 
gram in New England, and yet they 
were threatened with being cut. In 
life, I have learned that, although true 
that not everyone can be made happy, 
priorities are rarely ever set and 
implemented, decisions are some- 
times made with ignorance, and some 
people suffer losses needlessly. 

Last semester, Students for a 
Democratic Society campaigned 
fiercely against the smoking ban, and 
the Student Senate sat idly while a 
significant part of the school body 
lost its livelihood. Yes, I’m saying 
that for some a cigarette is their 
livelihood. The community college 
student body is sometimes without 
control against economic and social 
stresses; they work and go to school, 
some lack the creative outlets to 
release their frustrations and worries, 


some suffer from anxiety, others are 
sleep deprived—the list is long. 
Everyone deals with life’s hardships 
differently, but some cope by smok- 
ing cigarettes. 

The Student Senate budget 
includes the use of an office in the E- 
Building, but it was rarely open this 
semester, if at all. The amount allo- 
cated in their budget for its use is 
$450. They exercise their sole 
authority to make budget reductions 
of 5 percent, 10 percent, 20 percent, 
and 30 percent. It affects the school’s 
clubs. The financial losses of the 
school’s creative voice, Parnassus, 
are over 50 percent. A club that has 
recently won regional and national 
awards has to fight for the only cre- 
ative voice that is mass produced 
freely among the students of NECC. 
Despite the lack of awareness of 
some students that a literary arts 
magazine, which has been a part of 
the school for 45 years, even exists, it 
has, and always will have, inherent 
value. Creation is a way of life and a 
part of the human condition. No one 
or thing can stifle that and win. 

This year’s issue of Parnassus 
was released during the week of May 
4. It features Andre Dubus III, local 
author of “House of Sand and Fog,” 
as its guest. This magnificent work is 
a part of the most influential book 
club in the country and was turned 
into a major motion film. Regardless 
of its tangible achievements, the 
book is good—teally good. The cre- 
ative works of NECC students is con- 
sistently improving at awesome 
speed, but the magazine was also 
threatened with being cut altogether. 
Doing that would be like cutting the 
Observer and NECC’s Track and 
Field, Men’s Baseball and Women’s 
Volleyball teams of 2006. 

The 2007-2008 issue of 
Parnassus won three awards: Second 
Place Eastern Division, Community 
College Humanities Association; 
First Place for Merit and for Best 
Gallery, American Scholastic Press 


Irresponsible decisions harm students 


Association. Any student can con- 
tribute to Parnassus or the Observer. 
They are not restricted to a major, 
and they are not limited to their 
staffs. Parnassus and the Observer 
are for all students, by any student. 
Whether a student has been pub- 
lished, has submitted, or strictly 
remains a patron, the newspaper and 
the magazine represent the school as 
a whole and its creative talent, 
including the talent of faculty, but the 
Student Senate could not be persuad- 
ed from budget decisions that were 
made amongst themselves. The bene- 
fits are not limited to active staff as 
the Senate claimed. Something of 
value is actually produced and given 
free of charge to the student body. 
Informed and fair decisions are never 
made if they are ignorant to the worth 
of these clubs. Some senate members 
do not know what is necessary to pro- 
duce a school newspaper or literary 
arts magazine; nevertheless, they 
make decisions that affect our work 
and the quality of it. The obscene 
current Parnassus, and past Observer, 
budget reductions are not a matter of 
diverging opinions and monetary 
restrictions; they’re a matter of igno- 
rance and partiality and they suppress 
the student voice. 

This past March, the President of 
Zimbabwe, Robert Mugabe, held a 
birthday celebration in his own honor 
that cost over $400,000. “His” people 
are plagued by poverty, live in abject 
misery, and their rights are ever con- 
sciously ignored. This is an injustice, 
and it comes in all sizes and fits the 
designs of every country, persons, 
and/or entities. The Student Senate 
this semester, despite the budget 


reductions, is going to a $450 dinner. 
They call it the year-end “celebra- 


tion.” They might be going out to cel- 
ebrate all their successes, and they 
might even feel entitled to a reward 
for all the activism; research and 
deep discussions on behalf of the stu- 
dent body this past year, but I am not 
aware that any of that was achieved. 


NASA and armageddon 


Ever heard of Project 
Pluto? No. Do you 
want to know why? 


By DANIEL POTOCKI 
Correspondent 


The United States Government 
has done some really stupid things, 
and also some really awesome things. 
Today, we are going to talk about. 
what I feel is the high and low points 
of our government in the last century. 

Have you heard of Project Pluto? 
I doubt you have, and let me tell you, 
this is going to be fun. 

Project Pluto was a cold war 
weapons development program with 
the goal of creating a nuclear ramjet 
engine that could be mounted to a 
cruise missile. Let’s explore this idea 
some. In other words they wanted to 


take a nuclear reactor, remove the - 


radiation shielding, attach it to a jet 
engine, put wings on it, and then load 
it down with warheads, which in the 
case would mean nuclear warheads. 
Kind of perplexing, isn’t it. Think 
flying Chernobyl. Now the roar of 
such an engine passing by overhead 
would deafen you, but that wouldn’t 
be a big problem because the shock- 


wave and heat, at its low flight ceil- — 


ing, would combust anything it 
passed over, exploding into flames, 
and would kill you. Any survivors 
would die of radiation poisoning, and 
that’s all before it dropped a nuclear 


bomb on you. 

Just developing and testing this 
ramjet was an issue. All the air need- 
ed to run the missile had to be stored 
in 10 miles of pipes because the 


« exhaust would be a cloud of deadly 


radiation. The engine burned hotter 
than any method of temperature 
recording at the time could survive. 
Once fired no human being could 
ever come near it again, so they had 
to fire it in a closed building at the 
end of a two mile train track that con- 
nected to the test operations center, a 
lead lined bunker filled with two 
weeks rations, just in case. They 
would prepare the engine, push it out 
the two miles by remote, fire it, then 
dump it into a hole and bury it. Oh, 
and for the record, the test site was 
“Jackass Flats,” Nev. I’m not even 
kidding. 

I believe this to be the most terri- 
fying expression of humanity ever, 
and not the weapon itself. Rather, at 
some point, a guy was sitting at a 
desk, and he thought to himself, “You 
know what we need, a giant flying 
unshielded nuclear reactor that car- 
ries atomic weapons.” He took that 
idea to his boss, and they took that 
idea to another guy, and finally it 
ended up in congress to secure fund- 
ing. He tells them about it, and the 
congressman says, “I think this is a 
great idea, how much money do you 
need?” 

The guy does a little math in his 
head, and says, “260 million dollars,” 
which by today’s post inflation stan- 


dards is more than a billion dollars. 
Then the congressman looks at him, 
smiles, and says, “Yeah, okay.” 

Then he stops and asks, “Wait, 
how are you going to test it once it 
can fly?” 

The scientist looks back and says, 
“Oh, we were thinking a really big 
rope, just in case.” 

Again, I’m not even kidding. 

What I like to think about, is how, 
many thousands of years ago, one 
caveman punched another caveman, 
that caveman grabbed a rock and hit 
the first one. That’s how the weapons 
race started, and it just snowballed 
until a guy wants to build a dooms- 
day machine. 

Then on the other hand you have 
NASA, the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration, these people 
put men on the moon, brought them 
back, and invented Velcro and made 
Tang popular. 

The government funded NASA 
and Pluto, one expanded the knowl- 
edge of mankind and the other could 
have destroyed mankind. I find it 
strangely beautiful and uniquely 
human that we have the desire to at 
one time better and destroy our- 
selves. I believe that the future of our 
species rests in space travel and the 
colonization of other planets. But 
hey, what do I know, I’m not the 
engineer that thought up the nuclear 
ramjet. 


How about contributing articles to 
the Observer and updating the stu- 
dent body on the Senate’s work and 
progress each semester to validate 
your presence on campus? No one 
expects anyone to do a million 
things, but I do not see evidence of 
any progress. 

I value education and fairness. 
The Student Senate’s irresponsibility 
towards the school as a whole, such 
as through closed budget meetings, 
forces academically focused clubs 
that actually contribute to an educa- 
tion, lie the Observer and Parnassus, 
to fight yearly against drastic budget 
cuts. The Community Outreach 
Group, COG, whom does things for 
the poor and homeless, only gets 
$125 for the semester. Clubs have to 
function at fractions of the cost, they 
do selfless work, and give back to the 
student body and the community, but 
the senate is given luxury dinners for 
their lack of it while students are 
donating money out of their own 
pockets for believing in the impor- 
tance of the magazine. 

The Finance Committee makes 
comments like, “conflict of inter- 
est...nothing would get done.” 
Students need and have a responsibil- 
ity to take an active role in deciding 
what is done with their student fees. 
Clubs should be given the same 
opportunity as the Student Senate to 
make suggestions. The Finance 
Committee for student engagement is 
made up of various senate members. 
I have no faith in their ability to make 
decisions about budgets for the clubs; 
they have not familiarized them- 
selves with the student body and 
rarely address its needs. Some senate 
members did not even know what 
Parnassus was, what it has achieved, 
and its value. That is unacceptable. 

Irrespective of the budget reduc- 
tions, the value of the product is 
immeasurable. Its awards give the 
student body notoriety and esteem. 
Parnassus gives the school allure and 
gives any published student, as an 


College 


Between work and 


school there is only 
so much you can take 


By BEN KNIGHT 
Correspondent 


At this 
point in the 
semester, many 
of my’ fellow 
‘students are 
P feeling over- 
©” whelmed by the 
> amount of work 
* that is being 
, piled onto them 
as time ticks 
down till finals. 

I find this to be particularly dis- 
turbing, as we are going to school to 
engage our instructors, create some- 
thing we can be proud of, and gain a 
better knowledge of whatever subject 
we happen to be pursuing, not get 
buried under massive amounts of 
paper while trying to meet deadlines 
under increasingly stressful condi- 
tions. . 

I feel like I am not the only one 
who has to work as well as going to 
school, and it seems as if I am just 
scraping by, which doesn’t help me to 
learn any more in the end, either. 
College has become a place where 
people pay their money, work 
through endless amounts of assign- 
ments, get an internship where they 
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applicant for anything, appeal. It 
makes them versatile and well- 
rounded students and candidates. 
Parnassus adds richness and depth to 
their portfolios and resumes. If serv- 
ices need to be cut, make sure that 
those that do not completely repre- 
sent the interest of the student body 
as a whole are cut first. 

The NECC Student Senate is 
supposed to be the checks and bal- 
ance against unjust decisions that 
greatly affect the student oody. It is 
supposed to set examples and be a 
voice for the students that do not 
have the opportunity to become 
acquainted with the facts and issues, 
but no one is leading. Senate mem- 
bers should open their ears to the 
plights of those students that articu- 
late their grievances. Their goal 
should be to have a presence on the 
campuses in Lawrence and Haverhill, 
so that they could perceive problems 
and address the injustices that some- 
times occur against the student body, 
but none of those reasonable and 
realistic goals have been achieved. 
Instead, they have set the student 
body back by lack of prioritizing and 
their unwillingness to put in the work 
to host meetings and listen to the sug- 
gestions of all the clubs and their 
needs. There are so many possibili- 
ties, but they lack direction, guidance 
and leadership. 

Regardless of what controversial 
statements are being made, it is the 
administrators and Student Senate’s 
professional responsibility to remain 
objective and enhance the academic 
interests of NECC students. Instead 
of putting in your efforts toward 
judging the way challenges against 
the senate and Finance Committee 
are expressed, focus your energy into 
considering the arguments and exer- 
cising your abilities to consider argu- 
ments fairly. It is the duty of admin- 
istrators and the Senate to make just 
decisions. Make changes that are 
necessary, so that something of value 
can be produced. 


stress 


are basically an assistant (aka coffee - 


girl/boy), and get handed a piece of 
paper that says they have gained the 
skills necessary to work in today’s 
job market. 

As a college student, you are 
forced to take many classes in sub- 
jects that really don’t matter and 
don’t get you even an inch or a day 
closer to your hopeful future. The 
other day I sat down in my algebra 
class, and thought what everybody 
else thought, “When am I ever going 
to need this?” I want to learn about 
film, not exponential equations and 
whatnot. I left the class and dropped 
it. 

Next semester I am planning on 
attending a certificate program for 
digital filmmaking, which will 
advance my career much more than 
spending time getting a degree in 
something completely irrelevant to 
my future will. If college were truly 
an educational place, it would really 
teach people to gain an in-depth 
knowledge of what they want to do, 
with hands-on training and field 
work, and most importantly, keeping 
people interested. 

Don’t get me wrong, there are 
classes that keep my interest, but I 
don’t see the point in wasting my pre- 
cious time and money on the classes 
that are useless to me in the future, 
other than getting me a little piece of 
paper that says that I am worth some- 
thing, I will prove to the world that I 


am worth something myself, thank _ 


you very much. 
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List of state benefited employees at NECC 


Continued from Page 1 
Last First 
Acevedo Melba 
Acevedo Sherri 
Adams Pamela 
Alestock Susan 
Alvarez Teresa 
Amam Christopher 
Anderson Virginia 
Archer Elizabeth 
Arford Kristi 
Armold Hannelore 
Ashbrook Donna 
Ashley Mary Ellen 
Aybar Niurka 
Bailey Jane 
Ball Patrice 
Ballentine Pauline 
Bamberger Paul 
Bass Lisa 
Bayer Jerry 
Beaumont Mary Susan 
Becker Jill 
Beliveau Eva 
Belmonte Pamela 
Bergeron Margaret 
Bertolino Donna 
Bevilacqua Louise 
Bibeau Debra 
Bickford Jeffrey 
Bird Patricia 
Bixby Martha 
Bombard Stephen 
Bouchard Donna 
Boucher Charlene 
Boucher Louise 
Bower Carol 
Brand Liliana 
Brocato James 
Brody Joyce 
Broughton Michael 
Brown Bette 
Brown Dina 
Budzyna Deirdre 
Burchell Marie 
Burns Robert 
Butler Tricia 
Callahan Amy 
Callahan Suzanne 
Cannata Frank 
Capriole Mary 
Carey Julie 
Cargan Terry 
Carroll Nancy 
Carroll Sherrie 
Carson Jody 
Casey Toni 
Cashman Linda 
Cassanelli Hilce 
Catalano Rosalie 
Cavan Paul 
Chalek Irene 
Chanley Paul 
Chatigny Mary 
Chernesky Daniel 
Chory Susan 
Clark Marina 
Clarke Clifton 
Cloutier Mark 
Cody Alison 
Cogswell Jessica 
Cohen Carolyn 
Colon Ilia 
Comeau Linda 
Corbett Thomasine 
Correa Jose 
Correia Branco —_— Regina 
Costa "Mary 
Costello Donna 
Coughlin Ann 
Crivaro Cynthia 
Cunningham Susan 
Custodia-Lora Noemi 
Cuticchia Mary 
Dabrowski Catherine 
Daly John 
David Janet 
Deane Michelle 
DeBenedetto Mary 
DeJesus Victor 
DeLaCruz Andy 
Demers Patricia 
DeRosa Christine 
Desjardins Jamie 
Desjardins Linda 
Dick Chery! 
Diggs Charles 
DiLeo Steven 
Diodati Patricia 
Doherty Bonnie 
Donahue Pamela 
Donovan Elizabeth 


These are the current administration, faculty and staff salaries, accurate as of April 2009, 
as obtained by the NECC Observer from Dean of Human Resources Stephen Fabbrucci. 


Current Salary Last 


Title 

Senior Special Programs Coord. 
Accountant V 

Technical Assistant III 
Technical Assistant II] 

Staff Assistant 

Staff Associate 

Academic Counselor 

Mail Clerk III 

Instructor 

Director of Web Communications 
Administrative Assistant IT 
Executive Vice President 
Associate Director 
Administrative Assistant I 
Assoc Coordinator-Technology 
Outreach Specialist 
Professor 

Instructor 

Director 

Personnel Analyst I 
Assistant Professor 

Assistant Professor 
Technical Assistant IIT 
Technical Assistant III 
Director 

Librarian II 

Clerk IV 

Chief Information Tech Officer 
Administrative Assistant I 
Staff Assistant 

Motor Equipment Mechanic IV 
Staff Assistant 

Coordinator 

Technical Assistant II 
Director 

Assistant Professor 

Director Engineering Services 
Clerk IL 

Professor 

Staff Associate 

Director 

Instructor 

Accountant II 

Offset Duplicating Mach Op II 
Clerk TV 

Associate Professor 

EDP Entry Operator III 
Maintainer II 

EDP Entry Operator IV 
Administrative Assistant I] 
Professor 

Clerk Ul 

Administrative Assistant | 
Instructor 

Maintainer I 

Director of Purchasing and 
Administrative Assistant II 
Transfer Counselor 

Assistant Professor 

Director ABE & Transition Sve 
Associate Professor 

Director 

Painter I 

Career Development Counselor 
Staff Interpreter 
Superintendant 

Telecom Manager 

Director 

Senior Financial Analyst 
Professor 

EDP Entry Operator III 
Associate Director 

EDP Systems Analyst II 
Maintainer I 

Bursar 

Academic Counselor 

Staff Interpreter 

Technical Assistant II 
Professor 

Co-Director 

Assistant Professor 

Staff Assistant 

Professor 

Technical Assistant III 

Clerk IV 

Instructor 

EDP Entry Operator III 

EDP Systems Analyst I 
Maintainer I 

Assistant Dean 
Administrative Assistant II 
HPUX Systems Administrator 
Professor 

Staff Assistant 

Assistant Dean 

Electronic Computer Oprtr II 
Technical Assistant III 
Associate Director 

Professor 

Statistician Il 


$44,974.23 
$49,431.20 
$22,425.00 
$22,951.79 
$22,425.00 
$66,632.38 
$59,845.07 
$41,730.00 
$45,461.30 
$60,000.00 
$49,001.68 
$161,200.00 
$61,341.03 
$40,032.20 
$51,629.53 
$43,056.00 
$71,948.34 
$49,471.75 
$60,060.86 
$47,137.48 
$51,511.79 
$53,837.82 
$25,184.29 
$23,085.57 
$70,200.00 
$55,814.20 
$19,065.83 
$112,500.00 
$33,260.86 
$32,760.00 
$43,735.64 
$61,131.16 
$36,187.70 
$38,887.68 
$66,521.52 
$46,554.83 
$70,273.85 
$26,222.08 
$71,587.87 
$58,125.60 
$60,689.81 
$47,908.40 
$50,266.84 
$41,730.00 
$35,748.44 
$49,747.15 
$29,958.24 
$37,745.76 
$28,664.48 
$53,042.08 
$57,754.91 
$14,719.12 
$47,271.64 
$17,875.00 
$27,408.16 
$77,608.44 
$53,042.08 
$56,110.37 
$48,013.16 
$65,767.36 
$49,715.81 
$90,700.70 
$44,634.20 
$49,206.31 
$26,537.62 
$74,714.37 
$65,688.18 
$55,431.83 
$65,000.00 
$61,900.07 
$36,478.00 
$59,122.97 
$64,846.60 
$34,537.36 
$80,648.18 
$23,556.00 
$25,678.74 
$30,291.04 
$70,849.50 
$49,471.51 
$51,323.47 
$47,500.00 
$70,042.15 
$29,697.20 
$38,552.80 
$22,000.00 
$29,958.24 
$42,703.96 
$27,408.16 
$84,799.00 
$49,982.40 
$62,807.40 
$65,423.97 
$46,497.93 
$70,000.00 
$43,091.88 
$28,282.11 
$51,387.88 
$77,541.74 
$34,845.41 


Doumani 
Ducharme 
Dushame 
Eisenberger 
Ellis 
Emerson 
Espaillat 
Espinoza 
Evers 
Fabbrucci 
Fallon 
Favara 
Feigenbaum 
Felisberto 
Firth 
Fitzgerald 
Fleese 
Fleming 
Flynn 
Forcino 
Fortna 

Foss 

Foster 
Foucault 
Fountain 
Gadd 
Gagliardi 
Gagne 
Gagne 
Garcia 
Garcia 
Giampa 

Gill 
Ginchereau-Standen 
Girgenti 
Glenn 
Glennon 
Gomes 
Gomez 
Gonzalez 
Gorezyca 
Gori 
Goulet 
Gouveia 
Gouveia 
Grandmaison 
Gray 
Greene 
Greenslade 
Grolnic 
Grondine 
Guarino 
Gunning 
Hagen 
Hallisey 
Halloran 
Halpin 
Hamidiani 
Harnois 
Hartleb 
Hawes 
Hayes-Johnson 
Hearn 
Heineman 
Hellesen 
Hellmann 
Henry 
Heymans 
Hideriotis 
Hidy 
Hislop 
Hitchcock 
Hofmann 
Hom 
Howes 
Hudson 
Hummel Shea 
Hurajt 
Jackson 
Javits 
Jensen 
Jerez 
Kalil 
Kamber 
Kane 
Kauffman 
Keithley 
Kelley 
Kibbe 
Kidney 
Kinaci 
Kobel 
Kolotila 
Kutny 
Lahaye 
Lally 
Lamborghini 
Lampron 
Langer 
Latourelle 


First 
Michelle 


Donna 
Stephen 
Thomas 
Tina 
Gail 
Donna 
Christopher 
Tracy 
Kevin 
Melissa 
Peter 
Cara 
Joanna 
Michael 
Tammy 
Alan 
Joyce 
Gail 
Jane 
Allison 
Isabelle 
Nancy 
Analuz 
Linda 
Kristyn 
Tracy 
Geraldine 
Lane 
Elaine 
David 
Gladys 
Emily 
Thomas 
Diane 
Thomas 
Allison 
Russell 
Ann 
Deborah 
Thomas 
Emestine 
Susan 
Ellen 
Angela 


-Meredith 


Cherie 
John 
Daniel 
Robert 
Kerin 
Nancy 


_ David 


Robert 
Eileen 
Michael 
William 
James 
Rachel 
Nancy 
Lori 
Cynthia 
Lance 
Allan 
Alvin 
Ivette 
Maria 
Robert 
Linda 


* Linda 


Ginger 
Michelle 
Marina 
Libby 
Tammy 
Terry 
Judith 
Sheila 
Sandra 
Suzanne 
David 
Wayne 
Patricia 
Suzan 
Olivia 
Michael 
Carolyn 
Dianne 
Sharon 
Nita 
Angela 
Kenneth 
Catherine 


Title 

EDP Entry Operator IV 
Academic Counselor 
EDP Systems Analyst II 
Program Manager 
Accountant V 

EDP Systems Analyst I 
Administrative Assistant II 
Instructor 

Administrative Assistant I 
Dean 

Dean 

Interim Director 
Professor 

Assessment Officer 

EDP Systems Analyst IV 
Accountant IV 

Professor 

Professor 

Professor 

Administrative Assistant I 
Professor 

Maintainer I 
Administrative Assistant I 
Director 3 
Technical Assistant III 
Administrative Assistant II 
Associate Professor _ 
Facilities Coordinator 
Assistant Professor 
Associate Professor 
Enrollment Counselor 
Coordinator Learning Resources 
Laboratory Technician I 


- Technical Assistant III 


Staff Assistant 

Vice President x 
Professor 

Director of Processing 
Accountant V 

Assistant Professor 

Assistant Professor 
Coordinator Learning Resources 
Storekeeper III 

Clerk IV 

Professor 

Coordinator Library Services 
Administrative Assistant I 
Assistant Professor 

Director 

Dean 

Dean 

Assistant Dean 

Associate Professor 

EDP Systems Analyst TV 
Electrician II 

Staff Assistant 

Program Director 

Professor 

Laboratory Techncian II 
President 

Associate Professor 
Administrative Assistant I 
Coordinator Library Services 
Dean 

Instructional Media Specialist 
Instructor 

Clerk II 

Assistant Professor 

Staff Associate 

Associate Professor 
Professor 

Storekeeper [V 

Bookkeeper II 
Administrative Assistant II 
Building Maintenance Supv II 
Staff Assistant 

Director 

Professor 

Clerk IV 

Associate Professor 

Director 

EDP Entry Operator III 
Associate Professor 

Dean Professional Development 
Professor 

Professor 

Technical Assistant IIT 

Dean : 

Assistant Professor 

Professor 

Project Manager 

Staff Assistant 

EDP Systems Analyst III 
Enrollment/Academic Counselor 
Administrative Assistant I 
Data Specialist 

Associate Dean 

Clerk IV 

Professor 

Associate Professor 


Current Salary 
$27,547.14 
$52,230.45 
$54,734.68 
$44,791.16 
$62,995:92 
$58,874.92 
$46,198.88 
$42,518.04 
$47,271.64 
$116,933.44 
$124,800.00. 
$59,040.00 
$63,644.25 
$48,853.76 
$56,639.44 
$41,945.67 
$59,118.68 
$66,116.01 
$73,341.10 
$40,032.20 
$56,450.55 
$34,537.36 
$35,647.04 
$89,033.77 
$28,206.41 
$43,556.76 
$56,709.11 
$41,943.99 
$46,179.86 
$62,342.90 
$45,025.00 
$51,220.60 
$35,647.04 
$22,162.18 
$36,658.41 
$145,314.00 
$65,744.76 
$63,429.98 
$54,136.16 
$50,604.43 
$51,201.60 
$57,831.94 
$33,147.92 
$17,239.04 
$70,086.77 
$64,102.99 
$45,436.56 
$51,038.00 
$50,258.97 
$110,185.73 
$90,646.66 
$85,993.00 
$53,127.49 
$60,135.92 
$49,982.40 
$54,517.40 
$116,412.66 
$70,046.69 
$25,062.96 
$196,584.72 
$51,499.18 
$24,176.53 
$57,654.41 
$89,880.00 
$55,814.20 
$43,033.55 
$27,897.38 
$50,166.02 
$87,294.09 
$27,801.29 
$72,761.93 
$47,271.64 
$32,173.44 
$44,858.32 
$56,588.48 | 
$54,111.80 
$82,140.08 
$53,744.39 
$32,323.20 
$24,208.85 
$64,551.02 
$35,573.72 
$39,315.33 
$99,165.09 
$56,526.28 
$68,474.91 
$22,425.52 
$142,950.04 
$48,760.85 
$56,317.81 
$70,443.30 
$37,884.48 
$65,852.80 
$54,362.76 
$37,776.44 
$19,571.97 
$83,200.00 
$20,865.00 
$54,390.88 
$24,213.41 
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Last 
Lavery 
Leary 
Leavitt 
LeBlanc 
Lesiczka 
Levesque 
Lewis 
Lizotte 
Long 
Long-Goding 
Lovett 
Lucey 
Lundergan 
Lynch 
Maagoul 
MacAvoy 
MacGregor 
Machado 


McCarthy 
McCulloch 
McDermot 


Mitchell 
Mitchell 
Montanez 
Moore 
Moran 
Morrow 
Morse 
Murphy 
Murphy 
Murray 
Nadeau 
Nash 
Naudzunas 
Nickerson 
Noonan 
Nunes 
Nutter 
Nutter 
O’ Leary 
_Osmer 
Paciulan 
Palermo 
Palermo 
Pancorbo 
Pappalardo 

* Pardo 

_ Parker 
Pelaez 
Pelletier 
Pelletier 
Pepin 
Perez 
Perkins 
Perkins 

~ Phair 
Phaneuf 
Pierce 
Pierce 
Piracha 
Pollock-Ciampi 
Poth 
Povenmire 
Proctor 
Proietti 
Proietti 
Putnam 


Quinn 
Reinhold 
Rentas 
Riccio-Enis 
Richards 
Rickabaugh 
Ricketts 
Rivera 
Rivera 
Riviezzo 
Rizzo 
Rodriguez 
Rogers 
Rogers 
Ronaldson 
Ronsivalli 
Rose 


First 
Cathy 
Roland 
Martha 
Joseph 
Jane 
Jennifer 
Elizabeth 
Richard 
Jennifer 
Jackie 
Denise 
Margaret 
Maureen 
Jennifer 
Habib 
Susan 
Allan 
Patricia 
Lisa 
Marc 
Eleanor 
Michael 
Donna 
Susan 
Stephen 
David 
Marilyn 
Lindsay 
Sharon 
Marie 
Deborah 
George 
Karletty 
Diane 
Mariana 
Elizabeth 
Kristen 
Kevin 
Karen 
Jose 
Bonnie 
Nancy 
Patricia 
Andrew 
James 
Linda 
John 
Lynne 
Gisela 
Deborah 
Nancy 
Michael 
Jane 
Michael 
Susan 
Maureen 
Kelly 
Jodi 
Jill 
Mark 
Ambrosina 
Francine 
Mary 
Robert 
Xavier 
Susan 
Nancy 
Seydyss 
Dawna 
Laurie 
Philip 
Charles 
Kathleen 
Jeffrey 
Patricia 
Janet 
Judith 
Jean 
Alisa 
Scott 
Kathleen 
Stephen 
Rory 
Kristen 
Mark 
Candita 
Dena 
Paula 
Lawrence 
Marilyn 
Limari 
Ricardo 
Kathleen 
Joseph 
Yohanka 
Janice 
Joan 
Kathryn 
Joanne 
Rebecca 


Title 

Administrative Assistant II 
Plumber And Steamfitter IT 
Director 

Professor 

Staff Assistant 

Technical Assistant III 
EDP Computer Operations Supv 
Professor 

Staff Associate 

Dean 

Director 

Staff Assistant 
Administrative Assistant I 
Staff Assistant 

Assistant Professor 
Coordinator Athletics 

Sr Marketing Assistant 
Assistant Professor 
Technical Assistant III 
Associate Professor 
Librarian I 

Coord. Career Plan & Placement 
Instructor 

Co-Director 

Professor 

Director 

Associate Professor 
Instructor 

Staff Associate 

Director - Administration 
Manager 

Professor 


Sr Community/Outreach Counsel. 


Associate Professor 

Instructor 

EDP Entry Operator III 
Assistant Professor 

Assistant Professor 

Director 

Reproduction Service Superv 
Network Manager 

Director 

Assistant Professor \ 
Assistant Professor 

Assistant Professor 

Instructor 

Instructor 

Coordinator 

Assistant Director Title V 
Statistician II 

Professor 

Statistician I 

Massachusetts Site Coordinator 
Professor 

EDP Systems Analyst I 
Writer/Production Manager 
Dean 

Staff Assistant 

EDP Entry-Operator III 
Professor 

EDP Entry Operator IV 
Professor 

Coordinator Learning Resources 
Special Programs Coordinator 
Career Development Counselor 
Administrative Assistant II 
Statistician I 

Administrative Assistant I 
Associate Dean 

Accountant II 

Maintainer I 

Assistant Dean 

Instructor 

Academic Counselor 
Accountant V 

Curriculum & Assessment Coord 
Professor 

Vice President 

Staff Asst / ESOL Coordinator 
Windows/Exchange Manager 
Associate Professor 

Professor 

Instructor 

Instructor 

Assistant Professor 
Statistician II 
Accommodations Scheduler 
Instructor 

EDP Systems Analyst I 
Literacy Specialist/Adult Educ 
Academic Counselor 

EDP Systems Analyst I 

EDP Systems Analyst IV 
Professor 

Financial Aid Counselor 
Assistant Dean 

Bookkeeper I 

Assistant Dean 

Assistant Professor 

Staff Assistant 


Current Salary Last First 
$53,042.08 Rowse Christopher 
$53,042.08 Russell Stephen 
$61,893.00 Sabbagh imiin 
$64,524.38 Sabin Nancy 
$70,371.93 Saint-Amand Paul 
$22,425.52 Saliba Maureen 
$64,846.60 Salines Brenda 
$69,660.14 Sanchez Glennys 
$49,850.53 Sanders Susan 
$102,735.01 Santana Elizabeth 
$85,000.00 Santiago San Jorge 
$45,500.00 Savage Sandra . 
$20,912.93 Sawyer Cynthia 
$23,556.00 Scannell Debra 
$48,565.35 Scascitelli Joseph 
$61,947.28 Schade Patricia 
$54,037.64 Schoonmaker Ashley 
$49,690.30 Schuster Ethel 
$23,085.57 Scionti Joan 
$25,149.55 Sederman Cecilia 
$50,266.84 Shaffer Wendy 
$64,383.97 Shain Susan 
$45,000.00 Shattuck Mary 
$57,973.94 Shea Romaine 
$55,162.62 Sheehan Joni 
$90,880.86 Sheehan Linda 
$50,951.01 Sheridan Nora 
$44,145.32 Slaner Stephen 
$46,119.26 Small-Davis Ellen 
$67,600.00 Smerdon Lori 
$43,056.00 Smith Susan 
$71,103.75 Smulski Susan 
$47,384.85 Sonsava Michael 
$55,519.18 Sorota Laura 
$46,610.99 Soto Grisbell 
$39,484.64 Spofford Kay Brown 
$53,664.83 Stachniewicz Barbara 
$48, 158.80 Stehfest Susan 
$67,600.00 Stuart Gail 
$53,042.08 Suero Ramon 
$62,349.88 Sullivan James 
$77,052.47 Svenconis Daniel 
$48,013.16 Sweeney Diane 
$48,956.00 Taber Ronald 
$48,502.14 Tangard Gail 
$62,405.20 Tashjian Susan 
$45,838.00 Taveras Josefina 
$53,486.72 Taveras Orquidea 
$46,597.36 Terroux Christine 
$53,042.08 Therrien Cynthia 
$73,778.91 Thiefels Jane 
$18,536.46 Thomas Abby 
$37,625.58 Thomas Abby 
$67,342.28 Thomas Kenneth 
$35,324.95 Thompson-Ostrander Clare 
$50,003.20 Thrasher Shelly 
$110,852.04 Tibbetts David 
$23,556.00 Tine Cheryl 
$29,312.68 Tomasz Paul 
$68,694.01 Torres Domingo 
$44,634.20 Trinidad Denise 
$91,053.18 Tshibangu Natacha 
$56,000.89 Tuman Joy 
$53,599.58 Turner Gail 
$50,404.90 Valdez Ana 
$53,042.08 Vallejo Luis 
$41,210.00 Van Wert-Branscomb Suzanne 
$44,545.80 Vannah Dorothy 
$67,223.33 Veloz Pablo 
$50,266.84 Vesey Kathleen 
$26,823.68 Villa Betania 
$76,960.00 Vozzella Marcy 
$49,578.08 Wade Ralph 
$54,334.01 Wallace Carol 
$50,951.68 Walsh Colleen 
$45,760.00 Walsh Lorna 
$58,386.96 Ward Bryan 
$123,297.75 Welch Hudson Kathleen 
$44,533.80 Wentland Ellen 
$58,505.20 White Marguerite 
$56,701.20 White Thomas 
$62,998.91 Wilcoxson Elizabeth 
$43,211.60 Willett Patricia 
$42,601.95 Willett Hiro Erin 
$47,730.85 Wilson Cheryl 
$41,065.96 Wilson Heather 
$37,720.80 Wintner Eugene 
$43,896.75 Wolf Anne 
$33,145.63 Wolfe Susan 
$52,248.78 Woodard Charlene 
$55,015.52 Wrobel Caitlin 
$41,432.04 Wysocki Philip 
$77,906.40 Yates Rose 
$76,951.39 Young Grace Y.A. 
$41,654.78 Young Ruth 
$74,880.00 Zannini Bernard 
$16,598.40 Zimmerman Amy 
$73,840.00 Zold-Gross Diane 
$47,001.30 ' 
$35,334.00 
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Title 

Professor 

Assistant Professor 
Professor 

Assistant Dean 

Associate Professor 

Staff Assistant 

Assistant Professor 

Staff Assistant 

Professor 

Clerk IV 

Professor 

EDP Entry Operator III 
EDP Systems Analyst III 
Technical Assistant III 
Coordinator Learning Resources 
Assistant Professor 

Staff Assistant 

Associate Professor 

EDP Systems Analyst IV 
Assistant Professor 

Dean of Development 
Associate Dean 

Staff Assistant 

Technical Assistant III 
Accountant V 

Library Assistant III 
Associate Vice President 
Instructor 

Staff Assistant 

Staff Assistant 

Financial Aid Counselor 
Graphics Arts Technician II 
Carpenter II 

Technical Assistant III 
Administrative Assistant I 
Technical Assistant III 
Professor 

Graphics Arts Technician II 
Coordinator Library Services 
Staff Assistant 

Professor 

Technical Assistant III 
Administrative Assistant IT 
Assistant Vice President 
Professor 

EDP Systems Analyst IV 
Administrative Assistant I 
Financial Aid Counselor 
EDP Entry Operator IV 
Director 

Professor 

Technical Assistant III 
Staff Assistant 

Professor 

Assistant Professor 
Technical Assistant II 
Director 

Staff Associate 

Head of Ground Section 
Maintainer II 

Technical Assistant III 
Statistician I * 
Technical Assistant III 
Administrative Assistant I 
Clerk TV 

EDP Systems Analyst I 
Professor 

Professor 

EDP Systems Analyst I 
Director 

Accountant I 

Assistant Professor 
Assistant Professor 
Professor 

Associate Dean 

EDP Systems Analyst II 
Assistant Professor 
Assistant Professor 
Director Academic Prog Review 
Instructor 

Professor 

Assistant Dean 

Professor 

Director Ann! Plan/Adv Service 
Staff Assistant 

EDP Systems Analyst I 
Professor 

Academic Counselor 
Vice President 

Offset Duplicating Mach Op II 
Enrollment Advisor 
Network Administrator 
Instructor ; 
Dean 

Professor 

Assistant Professor 
Assist Coord. Student Activ 
Assistant Dean 


Total: 


Current Salary 
$71,048.37 
$54,628.66 
$79,966.79 
$70,000.00 
$57,389.18 
$39,875.41 
$52,259.00 
$28,840.00 
$72,136.04 
$35,748.44 
$80,738.71 
$29,260.41 
$71,281.60 
$17,940.42 
$55,234.49 
$47,838.00 
$35,000.00 
$57,480.55 
$56,139.37 
$45,085.51 
$103,342.93 
$74,500.00 
$42,684.65 
$24,232.83 
$61,115.60 
$22,317.10 
$94,120.00 
$50,501.86 
$19,266.00 
$46,297.79 
$39,425.96 
$40,213.47 
$47,271.64 
$26,422.16 
$34,628.36 
$26,688.13 
$60,628.84 
$50,266.84 
$67,625.83 
$59,992.13 
$70,568.44 
$22,625.69 
$53,042.08 
$81,640.00 
$71,181.08 
$54,969.20 
$43,671.68 
$38,099.69 
$32,074.43 
$58,757.64 
$70,117.78 
$5,656.42 
$41,171.00 
$57,080.59 
$42,984.68 
$18,505.34 
$64,584.00 
$43,140.00 
$49,280.40 
$34,871.72 
$22,425.52 
$35,636.64 
$17,940.00 
$47,271.64 
$41,730.00 
$45,365.84 
$65,337.97 
$59,415.10 
$58,874.92 
$85,535.36 
$36,697.44 
$46,675.98 
$51,361.76 
$67,402.29 
$73,500.00 
$47,926.94 
$47,791.68 
$50,936.19 
$79,825.82 
$48,565.35 
$81,609.66 
$103,291.07 
$60,279.97 
$61,004.21 
$37,689.60 
$38,712.18 
$73,270.42 
$53,500.00 
$130,000.00 
$37,594.44 
$25,911.60 
$52,910.00 
$49,578.08 
$88,704.00 
$59,317.93 
$51,201.60 


$41,449.00 


$73,840.00 
$21,230,164.07 
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Senate debates 


Continued from Page | 

Chiristina Crapo said, “We're trying, but 
wealso need to see the members of Pamassus 
are trying to think of more creative ways to 
fundraise as well, not just in the last two 
weeks but all year” 

In the past couple of weeks Pamassus 
has raised close to $1,000, according to 
Brown. 

“Tf they can do that in the last couple of 
weeks maybe they can plan better and do 
oo 


Alian passed around a copy of the 
newest issue of Pamassus for the senators to 
Teview. 

“Tt looks nice, but does it look almost 
$7,000 nice,” Dziechowski said. 

Caunter replied, “No, it looks like if they 
want $7,000 they should try to raise i” 

According to Blanco, the reason 
Pamassus raised so much money is that peo- 
ple are donating upwards of $50 to $100, and 
that the club didn’t even have enough money 
to put out the current issue without help from 
donations. 

The student from 
Pamassus questioned the fact that the budget 
information had just been presented to the 
senators at this meeting, and to many it was 
Ali he 

‘Do they understand exactly what 
they’re voting on and the numbers that have 
been put in front of them,” Jones-Downing 
said. “Was this just putin front of you today?” 

Blanco said, “Do they understand the 
ramifications of what they’re voting on?” 

To that, members of the senate replied 


Annual 


NECC awards 26 
students for their 
excellent essays 


By CESAR SEGURA 
News Editor 


Every year, English professors at 
Northern Essex Community College 
select the top essays in their English 
Composition I and _ English 
Composition II classes and recognize 
the student authors at the annual 
Writing Awards Ceremony. This year 
the ceremony was held on Friday, 
April 24, in the Technology Center 
on the Haverhill campus. A total of 
26 students were honored for the 
writing awards. 

There are over 200 sections of 
English Composition I and II offered 


they had 10 to 15 minutes to look at it and 
“You don’t just look at it for 15 min- 
utes. Fifteen minutes is not sufficient for 
people to look at budget numbers and 
make decisions,” Blanco said. “You have 
to make sure all the students are looking at 
it, not just senators. It’s irresponsible.” 
“A decision can’t be made unless you 
have all the information you need to make the 
decision,” Blanco said. * ‘Otherwise, that's not 


and upset over the senate’s discussion. 
Senators reacted negatively to their out- 


“Everyone would be apt to give you 
more money if you presented it better,” 
Dzaiechowski said. 


Senator Ashley Leavitt said, “for them to 
sit here and put down senate, how do they 
expect us to allocate them any more.” 

After over a half'an hour of debate on the 
issue, the senate voted to approve the budget 
with the cuts. 

The two senators who cast dissenting 
votes against the budget, Alian and Abby 
Hilton, also questioned the process in which 

“We should have been more educated 
about the decision we made today,” Alian 
said. “We're supposed to be for the students 
and I don’t feel like today we represented all 

“Next year we should get more involve- 
ment from clubs and more representation, so 
we can do a better job for the students,” Alian 
said. “There should be more transparency in 


Hilton, who is an appointed senator rep- 
resenting the Top Notch Theater as one of the 
five largest chibs on campus, stated she was 
told by Brown that ifa senator is very active 
in a club they shouldn’t be on the Finance 
Committee because they would be biased. 

Theater Professor Jim Murphy took 

“But isn’t the senate a club? The senators 
on the Finance Committee are deciding the 
senate’s budget’’ Murphy said “Because 
then no one can be involved in the Finance 
Committee, and then the five largest clubs 
ann ae ee 


He ede expressed concem about the 
process in which the budget decisions were 
made, 
were given the information late, without hav- 
ing all the information, and proceeding to vote 
on it without being filly educated about it,” 
Murphy said. 

Members of Pamassus expressed con- 
cem about the magazine’s future as a result of 
the budget cuts. 

“We're going to have, ifanything, a low- 
quality, low-budget, magazine if we don’t get 
the money,” Jones-Downing said. 

Patrick Lochelt, faculty adviser to 
Pamassus, said in a previous interview 
with the Observer, “There will be a 
Pamassus no matter what. I’m going to 
fight for that and see what we can do. I’m 
not asking for thousands and thousands of 
dollars, but it does cost thousands of dol- 
lars to produce something I think our stu- 
dents deserve.” 


College faces a loss 
of $3.9 million for the 


upcoming year 


By JULIE VARNEY 
Editor-in-Chief 


NECC is anticipating a 16 per- 
cent reduction in state support for 
the upcoming fiscal year, which will 
equal a total loss of $3.9 million, 
according to Vice President of 
Administration and Finance Sue 
Wolfe. 

“In FY (fiscal year) 2010, 
NECC will receive $16 million in 
state support, which is $3.1 million 
less than our original FY09 budg- 
et,” Wolfe said. 

This was the budget recommen- 
dation announced in mid-April by 
the Massachusetts House of 
Representatives Ways and Means 
Committee, which was consistent 
with the recommendation Gov. 
Deval Patrick made back in January. 

The budget still has to work its 
way through the Senate, and if all 
three parties, Governor, House and 
Senate, agree, then the budget is 


Budget update 


final. 

Congress has up until June 30 to 
finalize the budget. 

President David Hartleb stated 
in March that he “feared we would 
be facing a 16.5 percent cut.” 

According to Hartleb, he and 
members of his cabinet preparing 
the college’s budget recommenda- 
tions for the upcoming year are 
planning for this deep reduction. 

“In order to maintain the high 
quality of our college’s educational 
experiences, we must restructure, 
create efficiencies and find new 
ways to work together,” Hartleb 
said. 

Hartleb will present the budget 
recommendations at the June 3 
NECC Board of Trustees meeting. 

Initially Hartleb hoped the fed- 
eral stimulus money the college will 
receive would help bring level fund- 
ing back to the college and public 
higher education, which was the 
governor’s original intention, but 
this turned out not to be the case. 

As Wolfe announced in April, 
the federal stimulus money is tem- 
porary, one-time money, and would 
do little to help the college’s current 
budget crisis. 


writing awards ceremony 


at Northern Essex Community col- 
lege each academic year. Each class 
has an average of 20 students which 
means the competition is intense. 
From a group of about 18,000 essays 
that are written during the course of 
the year, 26 were selected to be hon- 
ored. 

First Year Writing Award Chair 
Lis H. Espinoza observed, “The 
awarded students’ essays emulate our 
efforts as English faculty to offer 
engaging writing assignments and 
support in the classroom.” 

The first place winner of The 
Professor Roland Kimball Award for 
an English Composition II student, 
getting a brand new Dell laptop, was 
Richard Licciardi of Andover. 
Licciardi was awarded for his essay 
entitled, “Marxism and the Short 
Story: How a Nineteenth Century 
Idea Continues to Challenge Us.” 

Among the students honored for 
English Composition I were: 


NECCPA scholarship winner 


Courtesy ne 


The NECC Professional Association, which represents faculty 
and professional staff at the college, awarded a $1,000 scholarship 
to Kristen Lafond at their meeting on April 27. Nominated by 
Professors Stephen Slaner and Andrew Morse, Lafond was lauded 
for her thoughful research, excellent writing skills, community serv- 
ice and near-perfect GPA. She plans to use the scholarship toward 
her studies at Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts in the fall. 


Jonathan Centeno of Sandown, N.H.; 
Joshua Cirinna of Boxford; Joyce 
Curtain of Bradford; Nidia Frica of 
Lawrence; Mare Lemay of Haverhill; 
Erica Moscone of Merrimac; 
Bryanna Nicosia of Haverhill; David 
Nies of Windham, N.H.; Mark Pecci 
of North Andover; Sandra Simmons 
of Lawrence; and Ryan Sturgis of 
Newburyport. 

Among the students honored for 
English Composition II were: Alexis 
Beauchesne of Methuen; Jameelee 
Bellamel of Lawrence; Lea Chiarello 
of Amesbury; Erica Comeau of 
Haverhill; Ally Doxsey of Andover; 
Johanny Dume of Lawrence; Lynda 
Ellenwood of Methuen; David Keith 
of Haverhill; William Leith of 
Sandown, N.H.; Richard Licciardi of 
Andover; Reanne Malesky of 
Haverhill; Lindsey Meredith of 
Haverhill; Melissa Parry of Andover; 
Julie Varney of Methuen; and Pauline 
Wilson of Pelham, N.H. 


Julie Varney photo 
First place winner Richard Licciardi is awarded a lap- 


top from a Dell representative on Friday, April 24, at 
the English Department Writing Awards. 


Students want changes at NECC 


While NECC is a 
beautiful campus, it 
needs some changes 


By KELSEY REDDEN 
Correspondent 


Last Wednesday, the 
Contemporary Affairs Club held a 
meeting where students and profes- 
sors of NECC gathered to discuss 
the pros and cons of the college and 
improvements they would like to 
see made. 

Both the students and profes- 
sors agree that Northern Essex is a 
beautiful campus and its location is 
convenient for most students. The 
student involvement at the college 
is great and there are many clubs 
offered to students who would like 
to join. Parking is free and there are 
always places to park. 

By far, what was most agreed 


upon was: the thing that makes this 
college most enjoyable for most 
students are the instructors. Most of 
the instructors here at Northern 
Essex are not only qualified but 
they are very friendly and support- 
ive. There is always help available 
to the students who need it. 

As much as the students and 
professors like Northern Essex 
there are things that they do not 
agree with, such as the smoking 
ban. Many faculty members and 
students here smoke and are 
angered about the fact that they are 
not allowed to take a cigarette 
break anymore. Also it is bother- 
some to instructors that not all 
rooms are smart rooms. 

Faculty say that their salaries 
are atrocious and that the expense 
of books for students are atrocious 
as well. Students are getting 
angered by the fact that they are 
buying hundreds of dollars worth of 
books that they never even use once 
during the semester. Not only are 


the prices of books too high but 
also the food is much too expensive 
to afford on a college students 
budget. Improvements have been 
suggested on how to lower the cost 
of books by setting up a book rental 
program. 

Other improvements have been 
suggested too. One being that there 
should be a computer lab in the C 
building for students who need to 
make a quick print and do not have 
time to walk all the way to another 
building. There was talk about a 
car-pooling program and a swim- 
ming pool on campus. But most of 
what would like to be seen is 
improvements to the buildings 
themselves. The buildings interiors 
are in poor condition and need to be 
fixed. Also, to help the environ- 
ment, President Joe Donlon brought 
up the idea of putting in solar pan- 
els and wind turbines. 

Let’s hope that when next 
semester starts some of the prob- 
lems will have been addressed. 


One Stop connecti 


Charles Diggs lightens 
up the Behrakis One 
Stop Center 


By BRITTANY ANZALONE 
Correspondent 


4 “Welcome to the campus,” a 
friendly inviting voice spoke out to 
me upon my arrival to the Northern 
Essex community nearly two years 
ago. The man behind the kind words 
was Mr. Charles Diggs, a member of 
the One Stop Center Team whose pri- 
mary goal is to help students achieve 
their educational goals while also 
developing relationships with them 
in the process. 

As I sat down in the Cyber Café, 
students were in the background 
working busily on their computers 
while others chose to converse at the 
tables. In the midst of the social 
chaos, I was greeted by the familiar 
face I previously remembered help- 
ing me get accustomed to a new edu- 
cational environment. 

Always the gentlemen, Diggs 
said politely, “I would buy you a cup 
of coffee but I gave away my last dol- 
lar.” 

Mr. Diggs may be known to most 
for his witty sense of humor, but 
despite the positive energy that radi- 
ates from inside him, he has had his 
fair share of obstacles and hardships 

- but chose to overcome them and see 
the good in life. 

Originally from Washington 
D.C., he describes himself as a 


“mediocre student” who loved going 
to classes and thinking outside of the 
box; bringing his opinions forth to 
discussions and topics that most stu- 
dents would find obscure. His contri- 
butions paid off when he successful- 
ly graduated from the University of 
Pennsylvania, later deciding to move 
to the Boston area to further continue 
his education at Cambridge College 
where he received a Master’s Degree 
in Education. 

Diggs’ followed what he calls his 
“inner calling” and decided nearly 
seven years ago to become a part of 
the Northern Essex Enrollment 
Services division in the One Stop 
Center. 

“It was a chance to make a dif- 
ference and contribute to making an 
impact that brought me here,” says 
Diggs. “It’s never been about career.” 

Being a member of the One Stop 
Team requires much multitasking. 
But to him, in order to truly make a 
connection with a student, socializing 
should be a person to person interac- 
tion and does not always have to be 
about school related issues. 

“It’s about mutual sharing, get- 
ting to know one another,” says 
Diggs. 

When asked of what a typical day 
on the job is like, Diggs humorously 
replied, “phrenetic”. But the rewards. 
of his occupation far outweigh the 
demands of meeting students’ needs. 

“J am lucky to be able to work at 
something that involves student suc- 
cess and reward,” explained Diggs. 

Diggs’ ability to always lend an 
ear or give a student a pep talk on any 
issue they need assistance with seems 


New course 


By PATRICIA SMITH 
Features Editor 


This fall, NECC will debut a new 
online course called, “The Death 
Penalty,” that will give students the 
chance to earn academic credit for 
their Criminal Justice major or for an 
open sociology spot that they would 
like to sign up for that will help them 
work towards their current major. 
Professor CJ Crivaro is currently 
signed on to teach the course, which 
she has taught many times before in 
the past, but never once done behind 
a computer screen. 

When asked why she had decided 
to do this course, Crivaro simply stat- 
ed that, “I've taught this course many 
times before in the past. It is definite- 
ly a conversation starter. If you do an 
online course in the right way, then it 
usually ends up being pretty good.” 

Ironically enough, this course ties 
in pretty well with the spring 2009 
theme of “the Death Penalty,” for 
NECC students this spring semester. 
From the Top Notch Players perform- 
ance of “Dead Man Walking” to the 
death penalty themed art exhibit that 
many students were encouraged to 
attend, the Death Penalty just keeps 
on popping up more and more 
throughout this entire semester here 
at NECC. And it's not like anyone can 
blame NECC students for developing 
an intense interest in it, either. The 
subject is very controversial in and of 
itself. “It was very coincidental that 
this was the theme. for the spring 
semester. I have always done a seg- 
ment on the death penalty in all of my 
courses. There was an actual photo 
show in the library that was based on 
a prisoner named Lou Jones right 
here out of Boston. Needless to say, 
some students were blown away by it, 
and were actually too afraid to attend 


some of my courses.” 

But students shouldn't be afraid 
of enrolling in this one. When asked 
about a sneak preview for the online 
course outline Crivaro simply replied 
that, “I will be having students read 
'The Innocent Man' by John Grisham, 
and will also be having students per- 


“form a case study on an actual death 


row inmate. However, a significant 
part of my course is going to be based 
on a heavy online discussion.” 
Crivaro also noted that, “Some stu- 
dents are more interested in stating 
their opinions online more often than 
not. They let their guards down more 
on discussion boards than in real life 
in the classrooms where everyone 
else is watching them. Needless to 
say, this should be a very interesting 
class.” 

When asked what this course 
would satisfy for current NECC stu- 
dents, Crivaro replied that it would 
satisfy “a free elective, a liberal arts 
elective, a criminal justice elective, 
an anthropology elective, and/or a 
sociology elective.” And when asked 
about whether or not she would be for 
or against the death penalty, Crivaro 
slyly replied that, “I hold both sides 
equally as strongly. I know both sides 
to every argument, so it would be dif- 
ficult for me to say that I have an 
opinion based on either one of them.” 

As Crivaro and I were wrapping 
it up, I noted that I am a huge fan of 
unsolved mysteries, and/or any true 
crime reality television show for that 
matter in general (as any one of my 
friends can truly attest to). Actually, 
at one point in my lifetime I honestly 
considered being a detective. She 
completely understood that, and we 
both laughed and concluded that it’s 
one of those things where “you either 
have it or you don't.” I hope that 
NECC students who do truly “have 
it” consider taking this course. 


et a 


to be a God given gift from within. 
But instead, it comes from something 
that is just the opposite. 

He feels that the source of what 
causes him to treat others in the right- 
ful manner was, “Remembering not 
being treated so kindly myself.” 

With these experiences, he has 
become an advocate for encourage- 
ment, acting as a positive reinforce- 
ment to those students who do not 
believe in themselves or have ever 
been doubted by their friends or fam- 
ily. 

“How many people in your life 
ever say, ‘Go for it and pursue your 
dream?’ Instead you have Nay Sayers 
out there who question it and say, 
“Don’t you have a backup plan?” 

“There will be more people to tell 
you why you can’t do something then 
why you can,” he further explains. 
“NECC can counter that stuff that 
diminishes the hopes and expecta- 
tions that we have for ourselves.” 

Diggs' positive energy has 
seemed to rub off on the students he 
encounters daily at the One Stop 
Center in his favorite spot, the Cyber 
Café. : 

“There is a certain energy about 
this place. You never know who you 
run into. I get energy from others 
since I am kind of shy; students give 
me a boost to interact.” 

For Diggs, the One Stop Center 
gives him accessibility to students 
and he feels that without it, the col- 
lege campus would simply be a series 
of separate buildings with no com- 
mon link holding them together. The 
unity within it is apparent to anyone 
who walks through its doors. 


a 


on with Diggs 


He also feels Haas 
that his job title is ae 


irrelevant and he poe 
just wants to be & 
considered a reg- 

ular individual 

just doing his 

job. He often# 

finds the bewil- | 

dered reactions @ 

of students 7 


humorous when- 
ever he encoun- 
ters them in} 
places outside of 
the school envi- 
ronment where 
they are not used 
to seeing him. 

“People put 
others on a 
pedestal,” he 
explains. 

In his spare 
time the self 
proclaimed 
“movie 


Brothers” and 

“Spike Lee” films as well as catching 
up on CSPAN and other news sta- 
tions. ; 

While his job may seem stressful 
to most, Diggs takes it all in stride 
and uses his sense of humor to get 
through each day. 

“It’s okay to be silly, it keeps 
things in perspective,” he says. “My 
wife only keeps me around for my 
sense of humor.” 

As a father of two, Diggs under- 
stands he may get on some students’ 
nerves, but in the end he is looking 


NECC courtesy photo 
Diggs jokes that a day on the job at the 


buff’ One Stop Student Center is “phrenetic.” 
enjoys “Cohen 


out for their best interest and he 
knows they are grateful. He often 
keeps in touch with former students 
showing his true compassion for oth- 
ers.“I had a student thank me once by 
saying, ‘You know, you can be 
annoying sometimes.” 

Overall, this kind, caring man is a 
true asset to the NECC community, 
bringing positive energy and confi- 
dence to others wherever he goes. - 
Even though he may think of himself 
as a member of a team, Mr. Diggs 
truly is one of a kind. 


Photos and writing 


A merging of both 
creative worlds 


By AARON SOUCY 
Correspondent 


If photography and writing were 
to duke it out for 10 rounds, it’s diffi- 
cult to say which would prevail as the 
stronger medium of expression. But 
what does fighting really solve any- 
ways? Nothing. That’s why Biff 
Ward, photography professor, and 
Ginger Hurajt, a coordinator for the 
Honors Experience chose to combine 
forces to create a class that meshes 
elements of English Comp I and Intro 
to Digital Photography under the 
umbrella term learning community. 

So it all sounds great in theory. 
But what could a learning communi- 
ty class really entail? 

“Going out, photographing the 
community, and writing about it,” 
said Ginger. “The first assignment 
was just writing about a photogra- 
pher. One was about personal com- 
munity, such as friends, family, and 
favorite places. The third was profil- 
ing a person in their community or 
place. Community issues are what we 


are working on now. The students . 


choose different topics for each 


assignment, but they are all based on- 


community.” 

The students chose from a wide 
variety of subjects. Kiel Dimeglao, a 
writing major, picked graffiti as his 
subject matter. 

“I feel like it needs to be made 
public that it is a legit form of art,” 
Kiel said. 

Mirna. Garcia, a liberal arts 
major, opted to stick with the other 
side of the law. 

“TJ went and interviewed the secu- 
rity guards. It was fun because they 


are people too. Some of us look at 
them and don’t recognize what they 
do here,” she said. 

Prior to the assignments, students 
visited the Salt Institute for 
Documentary Studies. Hurajt applied 
for an NECC fund grant for $500 to 
fund the trip to the Portland, Maine 
based school. 

“Ginger wrote it. Thank you 
Ginger,” said Ward. 

The Salt Institute offers 15 week 
programs in writing, radio and pho- 
tography, all of which are based 
around documentary style journal- 
ism. 

“We got to see insight of how a 
real good interview should go,” said 
Kristen Nicholson, a liberal arts 
major. 

Ward and Hurajt developed the 
class to help the students gain aware- 
ness about the issues of their commu- 
nities, as well as to give them a 
means to combine their photographic 
and writing skills. 

“We wanted them to be able to 
work together. It’s been really 
impressive to me how close the class 
is. A lot of friendships were formed,” 
said Hurajt. 

“The project is a community 
related project. They can do inter- 
views or formal research. It’s really a 
photo essay, so we need to have some 
words to go along with the pictures,” 
said Ward. “It’s important for the 
people in the community to have a 
voice.” The students in Ward’s class 
(Hurajt leads the morning class, Ward 
leads the afternoon class, which I 
attended) all seemed to have enjoyed 
the assignment, although their 
favorite parts differed. 

“The interview was pretty cool. 
The lady I interviewed was pretty 
down to earth,” said student Olivia 
Paquette. 

“TI would say the photography, 


but also the research. I like looking 
up the articles. Photography gives me 
a reason to be able to go out and walk 
about the town,” said Nicholson. 
“That and it’s a whole lot easier than 
writing.” 

Some assignments students may 
find to be pointless busy work. This 
was not one of those assignments. 
Students found it to be a valuable 
learning experience. 

“Around Haverhill there are a lot 
more writers emerging,” said 
Dimeglao. “It just kind of amazed me 
how Haverhill is turning into a hot 
spot for writers,” he said. Even 
though both student and instructor 
seem equally satisfied with the 
course, it won’t run next fall. Ward is 
the only full time photography 
instructor at NECC, and he is plan- 
ning to expand the photography 
department. 

“Right now photography is part 
of the visual arts option. I’m current- 
ly in the process of creating a photo 
option,” said Ward. “I’m the only 
full time person teaching photogra- 
phy. I love learning communities, but 
it takes up two days out of the week.” 

Although it is not a leaming com- 
munity course, Hurajt and Ward will 
run a hybrid of English Comp I and 
Advanced Digital Photography this 
coming fall that will cover the 
Emmaus House, the homeless shelter 
of Haverhill. ; 

“Our students will be profiling 
their clients. His class is going to be 
photographing show. We will have an 
exhibit that will hopefully travel 
around Lawrence and Haverhill,” 
said Hurajt. 

The intuitive thinking of both 
Hurajt and Ward has carved a class 
that is truly interesting. Students 
walk away reconnected with their 
communities, a thing that in this day 
and age is all too rare. 
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Bobola Abbe 
Shannon Aborn 
Lenny Abreu 
° Celina Acerbi 
Sara Adams 
Caroline Adome 
Justin Aguirre 
Nicholas Ahern 
Heather Alberti 
Lenin Alberto 
Melissa Alfonso 
Lyn Allaby 
Carissa Allen 
Danielle Allie 
Alana Almestica 
Jose Almonte 
Sharon Altavesta 
Yudith Alvarez 
Christine Amor 
_. Rick Andrade 
Carly Andrews 
Lisa Andrews 
Lyn Andrews 
Johanna Angeles 
Haley Angelini 
Melody Angra 
Jan Anthony 
Danny Antigua 
Diannely Antigua 
Thomas Antone 
Brittany Anzalone 
Edwin Araujo 
+ Solanlly Arias 
Yudeisy Arias 
Alexander Aro 
Nicholas Aro 
Kimberly Arsenault 
Linda Avery 
Elie Ayoub 
Migdalia Bachman 
Luisa Baez 
Carla Bailey 


Philip Barbanti 
Kathleen Barker 
Lisa Barlow 
Peter Baroud 
Steven Barrial 

James Barrile + 
Michael Barry 
Michael Barselou 
Derrick Barth 
Ralph Basiliere 
Miguel Bastardo 
Renee Baxter 
Jess Beckford 
Ruth Bedard 
Alicia Berganti 
Alyssa Bernhardt 
Michael Bernier 
John Berrini 
Josdimarie Berrios 
Any Berube 
Luanne Berube 
Alisha Bettencourt 
Morgan Biggart 
Deborah Binding 
Lori Blackstone 
Michael Blanchette 
Lisa Bobola 
Rashad Boie 
Allison Boissoneau 
Jodi Boisvert 
Paul Boksanski 
Shane Bolduc 
Daniel Bond 
Stephen Bond 
Chela Boragine 
Vanessa Borgen 
Amanda Boucher 
Jessica Boucher 
Toby Boucher 

~ Mark Boudreau 
Kimberly Bourque 
Michelle Boyle 
Tiesha Braley 
Courtney Brammer 
Sara Brandolini 
Karen Bresnahan 
Vincent Brienze 
Christine Broadbent 
Cori Brodie 
Claire Brogan 
Christine Brown 
Krista Brown 
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Nicole Brown 
Stephanie Bryan 


Barbara Bryson-Hafford 


Maureen Bureau 
Brittany Burgess 
Edward Burke 
Joyce Burke 
Kayla Burke 
Sarah Burke 
Love Burkhart 
David Burnham 
Duncan Burns 
Judith Bushway 
Nancy Bustamante 
Marie Buteau 
Bonnie Butterworth 
Amanda Buttery 
Jonathan Byrd 
Tammy Byrne 
Joseph Cabral 
Dayanna Cabrera 
Rebecca Cail 
Maria Calderon 
Tabitha Camarato 


Cassandra Cammarano 


Diane Campbell 
Glenda Cancel 
Zamira Cano-Aliaga 
Alexis Canto 
Deborah Cantwell 
Thomas Capetanelis 
Kim Carlson 
Jeanette Carney 
Melissa Carney 
Caryn Caron 
Melissa Caron 
Justin Carpenter 
Jessica Carroll 
Nicholas Carroll 
Meredith Caruso 
Alma Carvajal 
Allison Cary 
Aimee Casey 
Josephine Cassanelli 
Jennifer Cassidy 
Nicole Castle 
Anthony Cataldi 
Courtney Causey 
Dianne Cavanagh 
MaryJane Cavanaugh 
Nicole Celeste 
Synodia Chapepa 
Jeremy Chaput 
Irene Chege 
Alexa Chemaly 
Gift Chiabwe 
Lea Chiarello 


Allyson-Paige Choquette 


Susan Chouinard 
Jason Churches 
James Clark 
DonnaLee Clough 
Sarah Cloutier 
Derek Coco 
Mikaela Coco 
Erin Cole 
Jennifer Collins 
Kristin Collins 
Debra Colton 
Hunter Comack 
Mark Combs 
Alana Comeau 
Lindsay Comeau 
Danielle Connolly 
Lisa Consentino 
Justin Cooke 
Rhiannon Cookson 
Michael Cooper 
Lynnett Cora 
Andre Coriolan 
Sheila Corsaro 
Tori Cosgrove 
Alan Costa 
Elizabeth Costa 
Brandon Cote 
Kim Cote 
Heather Courcy 
Jason Couture 
Christopher Cox 
Barbara Cranston-Neal 
Charles Creasey 
Albert Crepeau 
Laurie Crevatis 
Carole Cross 
Catherine Croswell 
Diane Croteau 
Vicki Croteau 


Shannon Crowley 
Anny Cruz 
Maria Cugno 
Kristine Cunningham 
Patrik Curley 
Vanessa Currier 
Alexandra Curtis 
Melissa Cusano 
Robin Czifrik 
Sandra Daaboul 
Stephen Dagley 
Lillyanne Daigle 
Katherine Dalrymple 
James Dalton 
Julie Daly 
Nancy Daneau 
Kelley Danielson 
David DaraRaksmey 
Laticha Davis 
Kelly Davison 
Carolyn Daw 
Brendan DeAngelis 
Theresa DeCosta 
Jossy DeJesus 
Yosmaira DeLeon 
Jose DePena 
Kristen DeVito 
Carolyn Decelle 
George Dekeon 
Joseph DelGrosso 
Gail Delaney 
Michelle Delaney 
Justin Delgado 
Michael Dellea 
Melanie Delucca 
Kerri Demers 
Meghan Dempsey 
Jean Denney 
Courtney Desjardin 
Kimberly Devaney 
Caitlin Deveau 
Stacey Deveau 
Katharine Deveikis 
Derek Devito 
Jonathan DiCiaccio 
Meredith DiDio 
Miguel DiMarca 
Krystle DiMario 
Joseph DiPietro 
Christina DiStefano 
Carol DiVincenzo 
Joseph Diaz 
Yrene Diaz 
Yuli Diaz 
Glennys Diaz-Diaz 
Kyle Divenuti 
Kim Doherty 
Debra-Ann Doiron 
Daniel Donovan 
Rosemarie Donovan 
Viatcheslav Donskoi 
Deborah Dorsey 
Michelle Doucette 
Janelle Douglas 
Michelle Dow 
Laura Driscoll 
Nicholas Driver 
Jennifer Drover 
Marguerite Dube 
Vicki Dujon 
Laurence Duke 
Jessica Dunn 
Mitchell Dunning 
Jordan Durant 
Ashley Dwyer 
Laurie Dynes 
Daniel Eaton 
Cheryl Ede 
David Ehresman 
Laurie El-Boustany 
Rachelle El-Khoury 
Holly Ellington 
Shaylin Elliott 
Lindsey Ellis 
Jennifer Emery 
Michael Emery 
Jaclynne Ennaciri 
Emanuel Erlewein 
Myrna Espaillat 
Joshua Esposito 
Rosanne Estep 
Ryan Evert 
Jalisa Fabian 
Karla Fajardo-Baez 
Samuel Faulkner 
Ariana Federo 
Erik Feole 
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Breanna Ferguson 
Lynn Ferguson 
Nichole Ferronetti 
Patrice Field 
Jennie Finocchiaro 
Cecilia Fitzsimmons 
Philip Fletcher 
Jeffrey Floriddia 
Brittany Flynn 
Juliane Flynn 
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Geoffrey Foss 
Brian Foster 
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Christopher Frangules 
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David Froburg 
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Joseph Gagnon 
Desiree Gallo _ 
Anthony Gan 

Maribel Garcia 

Amanda Garvey 
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Joan Gebhardt 
Ashley George 
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Kali Getchell 
Sara Giannasca 
Spencer Giannino 
Melissa Giconda 

Kenneth Gilbert 
Steven Gillen 
Eric Giribaldi 
Rocco Giusto 

Joseph Godbout 
JoAnn Godin 

Lisa Gold 

Erika Gonzalez 

Juan Gonzalez 
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Stephen Good 
Christopher Goodhue 
Ann Goodwin 
Caitlin Goodwin 
Dale Gordon 
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Adam Goujon 
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Diana Gray 
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Dawn Gregory 
Mary Griffin 
Chris Griffiths 

Kristen Grover 
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Kane Guthrie 
Brigette Guy 
John Haddad 
Lynn Hajjar 
John Hak 

Melissa Haley 

Jared Hamaoui 
Debra Hamel 
Marcia Hamel 

Patricia Hamel 
Paula Hamel 

Danielle Hamil 

Joseph Hannon 

Samone Harper 
Brett Harrison 
Jennifer Hart 

Samantha Hart 

Sarah Hart 

Renee Hashem 

William Haslett 
Linda Hayek 
Joanne Hayes 

Lan He 
Patricia Healey 
Kevin Hefferan 

Dana Henderson 
Lori Henshaw 


Carla Hernandez 
Dianna Hidalgo 
John Hieber 
Stephen High 
Meghan Hill 
David Hodge 
Sarah Hogan 
Ashley Holbrook 
Alexandra Hosford 
Seth Howard 
William Howard 
Jillian Howie 
Shawn Huff 
John Hume 
Deborah Hunkele 
Lindsay Hurley 
Corlee Imondi’ 
Zipporah Irari 
Brandon Isenberg 
Melissa Jagelavicius 
Andrew Jakubasz 
Mary Janvrin 
Janki Javia 
Kelly Jean 
Rebecca Jelley 
Conchetta Jenifer 
Robert Jennings 
Barry Jensen 
Jame Joefield 
Christopher Johnson 
Donna Johnson 
Elizabeth Johnson 
Erik Johnson 
Roger Johnson 
DeAnna Johnston 
Meghan Johnston 
” Gregory Jones 
Jennifer Jones 
Corey Jusczak 
Pius Kamau 
Jocelyn Kanaan 
Kelsey Kane 
Kevin Kane 


David Keith 
Christa Kelley 
Katherine Kelly 
Alexandra Kennedy 
_ Brendan Kennedy 
Tara Kennedy 
Todd Kennedy 
Jennifer Kent 
Diana Keough 
Stacy Kiley 
Esther Kimani 
Mason Kimball 
Andrea King 
Sarah King 
Marsha Kinnear 
Kim Kinney 
Cherena Kitchen 
Dorothea Klein 


William Klimaszewski 


Jo-Ann Knowles 
Andrew Koplove 
Mischa Kossodo 
Aime Kouadio 
Michael Krasinski 
Melissa Kurps 
Jacob Kushkuley 
Jason LaBonte 
Gloria LaBoy 
Karen LaClair 
Kristen LaFond 
Laura LaMontagne 
Marissa LaValley 
Denise Lachance 
Nancy. Lacroix 
Thomas Lafleur 
Kristina Laing 
Anastacia Lake 
Melanie Lamar 
Kerry Landers 
Jessica Landry 
Carol Landry-Webster 
Danielle Lane 
Susan Lane 
Alicia Lang 
Charlene Langenfeld 
Denise Langlois 
James Lantagne 
Sarah Laperriere 
Doreen Larson 
Frances Larson 
EmmaLeigh Lawrence-Vick 
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Class of 2009!!! 


Amy Thomas 


Giorgia Lazarakis Kevin Mitchell Paul Phillion Jessica Ryan Kristin Thompson 
Danielle Lazaris Vernon Mitchell Tara Pickard Angelynn Ryder Melissa Thompson 
Jennifer LeBlanc Tracy Moffatt Monica Piecuch Juan Saldarriaga Michael Thompson 
Jessica LeBoeuf Reynaldo Montero Allison Pierce Katelyn Salerno Pamela Thompson 
Victoria Leare George Montgomery Kristina Pierce Karen Salvo Sandra Thompson 
Laura Ledbury Deborah Morales Louise Pierce Marie Salvo Jordan Thompson-Renzi 
Shane Lee Sarah Mordach Awilda Pimentel Amy Sanborn Katrina Thorne 
Tom Lee Seneyda Morel Jaime Pizzarella Justin Sanchez Matthew Thornton 
Lovie Lee-John Rosaura Moreno Jules Plaisime Marisol Sanchez Jennifer Tilley 
Jennifer Legere Brooke Morgan Andrew Plante Mildred Sanchez Marcos Tineo 
Laurie Lennon Connor Moriarty Joel Plante Wandick Sanchez Maura Titcomb 
Jessica Leonard Jason Morin Jodie Plourde Damaris Santana Daniel Tomasz 
Antonella Leone Cathy Morrow Francine Poirier Jose Santana Hae-sook Ton 
Lorenzo Lercari Heather Mortimer Kristi Poirier Laura Santana David Toppi 
Elizabeth Lesiczka Sarah Mosonyi Eric Polanco Richard Santangelo Andrew Torres 
Patricia Liessner Patience Mujuru Charles Pollano Cristina Santiago Felicia Torres 
Mirella Lima Jacob Mulcahy Miranda Pollard Michelle Santiago Quincy Torres 
Jennifer Linscott Erin Muldowney Adriana Pompeo Sarina Santitto Amanda Toscano 
Tanya Lombardo Andrew Mullen Melissa Porcella Helen Santos Judith Toscano 
Hansel Lopez Erin Mulligan Kimberly Potts Jonathan Santos Melissa Townsend 
Loreen Lopez Maria Mulligan Lisa Potvin Sara Santos Teresa Tracy 
Miriam Lopez Duncan Mullins Michelle Pouria Cristina Saporosi Jonathan Trickett 
Danielle Lovely Katlyn Mulrain Christina Powers Novlette Scafe Nicole Trimble 
Roylee Lovett Mia Munoz Tracy Powers ’ Nicole Scagel Jillian Trofatter 
Meghan Lozowski Tammy Narcisse Cheryl Praetz Amanda Schena Maureen Trombly 
Sacha Lu Jennifer Nasr Elizabeth Preston Sarah Schena Jason Trott 
Jennifer Luber Brandon Nelms John Priest Meghann Schiavoni Sasha Trottier 
Amber Lucas Alicia Neves Steven Privitera Christina Schneider Edward True 
Michele Lucia Faith Newton Andrew Provencher Joan Schneller John Trulli 
Tieu Ly Jacqueline Nganga Cameron Purdie David Schultz Patrick Tshibangu 
Nicole Lynch ~ Eliud Ngigi Kyle Pybus Nicholas Sermuksnis Margaret Tuell 
Jamie MacDonald Han Nguyen Miguel Queliz Shamim Shahid Steven Turner 
Rebecca MacDonald Phuoc Nguyen Kathleen Quigley Shondra Shahin Justin Tyra 
‘Joyce Macharia Julie Nichols Shalimar Quiles Leonard Sharamitaro Samantha Ultrino 
Cheryl Mahoney Nirisa Nicoletti Kelly Quinlan Steven Sharrock Francisco Urena 
Tracy Mahoney Melissa Noble Lori Quinlan Teagan Shawcross Georgina Uwaezuoke 
Tracey Mailhot Kenneth Noel Anusuya Quinn Lynne Shea Jennifer Vail 
Colleen Mailly Allison Nolan Renee Quinn Theresa Sheehan-Smith Geneva Valentin 
Monika Malossek Gretchen Nolan JanCarlos Quinones Caitlin Sherlock Theresa VanAsselberg-Hill 
Ashley Mancusi Katharine Nolan Gina Radcliffe Joanne Short Jennifer VanDerVeer 
Kathryn Mandel Beverly Nollet Consuelo Ramos Juan Sigaran Karen VanDyne 
Jessica Manfrate Katelyn Noonan Erica Ramos Sandra Siguenza-Hache Gerald Vargas 
. Debra Mann Kathleen Noonan Yesenia Ramos Mallen Silvestre Gleny Vargas 
Darlene Manning Shawn O’Brien Jennifer Raskow Kerry Smith Trevor Vassy 
Laurie Maran Shannon O’Neil Donna Raymond Kevin Smith Moraima Velez 
Jeremy Marcinkevich Nilsa Ocasio Jennifer Raymond Ross Smith Sheila Velez 
Malyssa Marcotte Carlos Olivera Alyson Reardon Sarah Snell Ana Veloz 
Yesenia Maria Mark Olson Lisa Reardon Waldo Solano Carla Veras 
Pamela Marquis Azra Omerbegovic Felicia Rejniak Judith Solazzo Francis Veras 
Karen Marshall Ngozika Onwuka Juliana Reyes Quirina Soler Susan Vesey 
Kimberly Marshall Deborah Orlando Janet Reynolds Betsabel Soto Aracelis Villalona 
Lisa Marshall Carmen Ortiz Karen Reynolds Edward Sousa Dionis Villalona 
Erica Martella Myra Ortiz Margarita Reynoso Amanda Spaneas Kelly Vilsmeier 
Tiffany Martin Nathaniel Ortiz Christine Ribeiro Christine Spates Ashley Wade 
Elizabeth Martinez Melissa Ospina Alyssa Rice Charles Spear Edward Walker 
Nyasha Masiiwa Nancy Ouellette Leann Richard Kenneth Spina Jayke Walker 
Adam Masse Dixie Oyola Ryan Richards Linn Spitzer Karen Walsh 
Cynthia May John Page David Richardson Jillian Spofford Valentine Wangari | 
Pamela Mazhandu John Pagley Stephen Ring Tara St Cyr Stephen Wanjiru | 
Wilfred Mbewe Alyssa Pahlman Johnny Rivas Gregory StJames Ruth Wanyika 
Bartholomew McArthur Benjamin Palmer Gabriel Rivera Marcia Stanley Barbara Wargo 
- Heather McCarron Jaryd Palmer Maria Rivera-Dhungana Katie Starr Erica Warshawsky 
Barbara McCarthy Ally Papa Victoria Roark Joseph Stasio Leigh Waterhouse / 
Joseph McCarthy Nancy Papanikolaou James Roberts Lisa Stauffer Jeremy Watts 
Sean McCormack Deborah Pappalardo Maura Roberts Randy Stephan Joseph Weeden 
Rosemary McCullough-Ghali Jill Paquette Corinne Robertson Meredith Stevens Victoria West 
Patrick McDaniel Nicole Paradis Eilishia Robertson Patricia Stevens Elliott Wete 
Thomas McDermott Charles Parascandola Michael Robidoux Jane Stoddard Colleen Wezesa 
Jessica McDevitt Jocelyn Paraskoulakis Andrew Robinson Rhonda Stoker Jennifer White 
Katie McDonough Lauren Parisi Christine Robinson Kelsey Stone Sarah Wholley 
Matthew McGoldrick Arthur Parker Brenda Rocha Sheila Stone Kyle Willett 
_ ~~ Katelyn McGonigle Jessica Parolisi Nicole Rocha Cathy Sullivan Amanda Williams 
Sean McHale Christina Parris Allise Rodger Kaleigh Sullivan Carl Williams 
Erin McKay Nicholas Pascucci Carolina Rodriguez Patricia Sullivan Malyssa Williams 
Candice McLaughlin Brenda Patterson Nicaury Rodriguez Eugene Sumner Tyler Wilson 
Megan McNeil Alvin Paul Vanessa Rodriguez Jessica Surette Brittany Windt 
Martha Meads David Pelland Yessica Rodriguez Bonnie Surowiec Erika Witham 
Lauren Mears Keith Pendak John Rogers Bryan Szettella Therese Witkum 
Johanna Medina Alysha Pender Kristen Rogers Paul Tagliaferri Arielle Wolfe 
Yordania Medina _ Sherie Pepin Diana Roix Leigh Tango Christy Wood 
Lori Mercedes Daniel Pepperman Alaina Romano Kaitlin Tankersley Kimberly Wood 
Lindsay Meredith Stephen Pereira Beverly Romano Michael Tannian Scott Wood 
Carol Merkle Loanmi Perez Lora Mabel Romero Samara Tardif Charlene Woodard 
Theodore Meyer Connor Pero Jairo Roque Elizabeth Taveras Ashley Woodward 
Charles Michaud Kenneth Perron Jine Roque Samantha Taylor Krystina Woodworth 
Jillian Michaud Joshua Perrone Merys Rosario Elizabeth Teague Joseph Wyman 
Timothy Michitson Monica Perry Oliver Rosario Bertilia Tejada Louis Yarid 
Mary Milbury Steven Perry Meaghan Ross Denise Tejada Gary Young 
Melissa Milem Vanessa Perry Christopher Rozema Yudelka Tejada Da Ye Yun 
Samuel Miller Mary Pettoruto Danielle Russell Kimberly Terrio Christine Zabarsky 
Jimmy Miranda Chris Peura ~ Casey Ryan Adriana Then : ars | 
Gracehilda Miriam James Phelps Chester Ryan John Zimmer | 
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Peace poems and finger snaps_ 


“Be the change you 
wish to see in the 
world” 


By BRITTANY ANZALONE 
Correspondent 


Peace was in the air on Friday 
night when children, students and 
adults of all ages shared their voices 
and creative poems to an attentive 
crowd at NECC’s first annual Peace 
Poetry Contest in the Technology 
Center. 

- Originating in Ipswich from the 
group Veterans for Peace, peace poet- 
ry was created in honor of Samantha 
Smith, a young girl who was killed in 
a plane crash along with her father. A 
replica of this peaceful organization 
has since been established closer to 
home, becoming a new addition to 
the NECC community this past year. 

Formed by Professor Paul Saint- 
Amand, and co-sponsored by the 
English department and Division of 
Humanities and Social Sciences, this 
new contest proved to be an inspiring 
event with a packed audience and 
nearly 600 poems and artwork sub- 
mitted from all areas of the 
Merrimack Valley and Southern New 
Hampshire. 

Many prominent members of the 
faculty also were present and made 
their thoughts known in regards to 


’ the impact this new occasion had on 


the school community. 

“There has never been a commu- 
nity of poets before and peace is 
something communities need to care 
about,” said Dean of Humanities and 
Social Sciences Sue Grolnic. 


Melody 


By AARON SOUCY 
Correspondent 


Singing and spring just seem to go 
well together. Just ask the crow that 
woke you out of bed this morning. 
Okay, so that’s easier said than done. 
You could, however, ask any member 
of the NECC Choir, whose rich, harmo- 
nious voices filled out the Technology 
Center of the Haverhill Campus for 
their Spring Concert on an otherwise 
drab May 3. 

Accompanied on piano by Cynthia 
Bliss and directed by Prof. Alisa 
Bucchiere, the NECC Choir gave their 
spring performance to a packed house 
that bustled with anticipation before the 
choir took to the risers. 

“You are in for an absolute treat,” 
said Bucchiere. She wasn’t joking. 

The men of the choir followed tra- 
dition, opening with “The Star- 
Spangled Banner.” The harmonies were 
great in their impressive rendition of 
the national anthem. The women. then 
joined the men for “Laudate 
Dominum,” a piece by Wolfgang 
Mozart. 

The choir sang the next song, “Ave 
Maria,” in Latin. Afterwards, 
Bucchiere exclaimed, “See! They can 
sing-in lots of different languages!” 
(French, Swahili and Latin, to name a 
few). 

The highlight of the first half of the 
performance was by and large “Ezekial 
Saw De Wheel,” which had a highly 
climactic ending, during which the 
choir harmonized over multiple differ- 
ent vocal lines. Everyone seemed to 
enjoy the first half, including NECC 
President David Hartleb. 

“We're enjoying it. This is out- 
standing. This is a very talented choir, 


Although several of the poems 
are featured in a poetry booklet for all 
to read, this event gave the 80 authors 
of these poems an opportunity to 
bravely recite their works orally in 
front of the public. 

“This is an opportunity to have 
your writing heard,” said Professor 
Saint-Amand. 

The diverse perceptions of how 
each person saw peace was apparent 
through many different forms of 
poetry such as haikus, acrostic 
poems, and free verse. The common 
themes and symbols of doves, hope, 
unity, and change were frequently 
mentioned while some contributors 
interpreted their thoughts by express- 
ing themselves through hand gestures 
and memorizing their work, allowing 
the audience to feel more involved. 
Outward signs of peace were also 
noticeable, with many young poets 
wearing shirts covered with peace 
signs. A few advocates of peace were 
also mentioned such as John Lennon, 
Martin Luther King Jr. and President 
Barack Obama. 

Perhaps the most inspiring and 
unexpected submission was from a 
10 year old Pakistani boy named 
Oneeb Bin Nauman who recited his 
poem with passion, submitting it to 
the contest through a video. Although 
he could not share it in person, he had 
an impact on the audience who erupt- 
ed in applause after hearing his inter- 
pretation of peace as “coming from 
the heavens above.” ; 

“I was amazed this little kid had 
such seeds of hope,” says Professor 
Saint-Amand. 

Another influential speaker at the 
event was Gayle Heney, a Poet 
Laureate of North Andover who is 
responsible for introducing poetry to 


Makers 


and they’re doing a great job,” Hartleb 
said. “I don’t know if I have a favorite, 
maybe the last one, but they were all 
excellent.” 

After an intermission of about 20 
minutes, the second half of the Spring 
Concert began in stark contrast to the 
way the first half ended. The choir 
opened with “Ol’ Man River,” a quieter 
piece that eased the listener back into 
the concert. 

The direction shifted again two 
songs later, when Abby Hilton per- 
formed a Broadway solo piece entitled 
“The Alto’s Lament.” The song was not 
only upbeat, but also got some laughs 
from the crowd for Hilton’s well-placed 
theatrics. Hilton finished her solo to 
what was by far the biggest ovation of 
the afternoon. 

The last piece of the afternoon was 
a Swahili piece entitled “Kila Jambo 
Na Wakati Wake.” The conga playing 
of Alex Cores added tribal fuel to the 
fire that produced the second standing 
ovation of the afternoon for the choir. 

Everyone in attendance seemed 
thrilled by the performance, including 
the choir members themselves. 

“I was really happy with today’s 
performance. I was a little bit nervous 
at first, but overall everything was 
amazing. All the singers and soloists. 
Fabulous overall,” said choir member 
and theater major Kevin Kimball. 

April Vitulli, an Early Childhood 
Education major, agreed whole heart- 
edly. “It went very well, she said. “The 
whole entire choir is amazing, and 
Alisa does a great job conducting us.” 

Alisa Bucchiere was equally as 
enthused as her students. She summed 
up the afternoon in a few words. “It was 
a smashing success. I am so proud of 
my students. They did wonderful.” 


several libraries and senior centers in 
Massachusetts. Through her experi- 
ence in teaching poetry, she has also 
managed to create North Andover’s 
first Poetry Slam group, a communi- 
ty of individuals who now have a 
platform to express their poetry 
through artistic forms like singing 
and rapping. 

In addition, Heney established 
the Poetry Wall at the Stevens 
Memorial Library in 2006 and con- 
tinues to encourage people to write 
poetry through her cable TV show, 
“Write Now.” 

“Poetry provides an opportunity 
to discover possibilities, poetry is 
power,” said Heney. 

She also shared the benefits she 
saw in recognizing the authors of the 
peace poems and her hope for the 
future. 

“We celebrate you, because when 
world events become difficult to 
understand, you provide hope,” 
Heney said. “Together we can be the 
change.” 

Poets as young as kindergarten 
made their work known in more 
ways than one when a parent of a 
young poet had to recite his child’s 
work and accept the certificate as a 
result of stage fright. 

After reciting their poems, each 
of the poets were rewarded with a 
certificate designed by NECC stu- 
dent Kristen Anderson, while four 
winners were selected from each age 
category to receive a gift certificate 
to Barnes and Noble and the school 
bookstore courtesy of Tina Boyer. 
The four winning poems came from 
Ist grader Caitlin Wahl of North 
Street School in Tewksbury; 8th 
grader Brianna Rastello of St. 
Joseph’s in Salem, N.H.; 11th grader 


The Northern Essex Community College Children’s Theater 
Program performed “Winnie the Pooh” to a crowd of children on 
Friday, May 1, and Saturday, May 2. 

Shown here from left to right are cast members Mark Zick as 
Winnie the Pooh, Orlik Guzman as Piglet, Michael Johnson as Rabbit 
and Ken Fillebrown as Eeyore. 


thon Jones-Downing photo 


Oneed Bin Nauman, a 10-year-old boy from Pakistan, recited 
through video the poem he submitted to the contest. 


Devi Lockwood from Phillips in 
Exeter; and teacher Kathleen 
Hunkele Schardin from Community 
Day Charter Public in Lawrence. 
Parents of young poets proudly 
showed their happiness by taking 
pictures of their children during and 
after the conclusion of their poems. 
* With so much peace filling the 
campus in one night, it is hopeful to 


imagine what the world would be 
like if everyone made these thoughts 
and views on peace a reality. 

As Gandhi once said, “Be the 
change you wish to see in the world.’ 

To obtain a copy of the peace 
poetry booklet, contact Paul Saint. 
Amand at: 

psaintamand@necc.mass.edu. 


‘workers, and 
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Moriarty breaks a leg 


Today NECC, 
tomorrow Hollywood 


By CRISTINA NAPOLI 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


Scripts and bright stage lights are 
nothing new to NECC’s Performing 
Arts major Jon Moriarty. The first 
year NECC student has been in 2 pro- 
ductions held by the school in the 
Top Notch Theater; “A Christmas 
Carol” and “Dead Man Walking.” He 
was also one of the performers in the 
student directed One Acts that were 
performed on May | and 2 in the Top 
Notch Theater. The play was entitled 
“The Nude Scene.” 

Outside of NECC, he has per- 
formed in “Fiddler on the Roof.” 

He says that his most memorable 
performances are “Fiddler On The 
Roof” and “Dead Man Walking.” 

Moriarty has been involved in the 
performing arts since his junior year 
of high school and says that he does 


plan to pursue it. 

“I’ve met a lot of friends in the 
performing arts. And they are very 
great people. I love them all,” he 
said, “I don’t think they have the 
same goals as I do. They seem to 
have different goals in life. But, hey, 
to-each-his-own.” 

Moriarty says that his ultimate 
goal is to act in Hollywood films. 

“T love to mostly act, write plays 
and screenplays and sometimes 
direct. That’s what I want to do,” he 
said, “I’ve always been influenced by 
acting my whole life, whether it’s 
both stage and screen acting. I love 
the idea that I can express different 
parts of my own personality this 
way.” 

Recently back from his Spring 
Break trip to L.A., Moriarty says that 
he felt like he was home. 

“T felt like I could easily fit in 
there, and some people actually told 
me that they could honestly see me 
living out there,” he said. 

He says he plans to either transfer 
to a college in California or to one in 
Boston to see if he can act in and 


write in films. As of yet, he isn’t sure 
just where he plans to transfer, but 
knows that he wants it to be some- 
where in California. 

While still at NECC, Moriarty 
says that the Theater Program is very 
well done and that there is a lot of 
creativity that goes into the produc- 
tions. 

Moriarty says that his family is 
supportive in his choice of the per- 
forming arts. 

“They love coming to see me 
perform,” he said about his family. 

He says that if there are any pro- 
ductions available this summer, he 
may audition. 

“The best part of the performing 
arts is the people. I have made so 
many friends through the perform- 
ances I’ve been in. And they are by 
far the most talented and most won- 
derful people I’ve ever known,” he 
said. 

With the performing arts busi- 
ness being as difficult as it is, only 
one thing can really be said: 

Break a leg, Jon. 


Professor leads historical tours 


By THOMAS KIENJE 
Correspondent 


This summer, faculty and stu- 
dents of NECC will be presented with 
an inimitable opportunity to experi- 
ence a small part of the history of the 
city of Lawrence. Free historical 
tours, led by NECC Professor 
Richard Padova, will be given at the 
Lawrence Heritage State Park. 

“Lawrence Heritage really is a 
hidden gem, and everyone always 
walks away from there amazed,” 
Padova said. 

Padova, who will act as tour 
guide, and historical interpreter, will 


‘help transport participants back into 


19th century Lawrence, and tell a tale 
of one the nation’s first planned 
industrial cities. A tale of how indus- 
trialists from Boston, thanks to the 
Merrimack River, created a city of 


' mills, and interconnected canals, and 


of immigrants who would be mill 
the dawning of 
Lawrence as an Immigrant City. 

The guided indoor museum tours 
and outdoor walking tours will take 
place from June 27 through Sept. 7. 


‘In addition, all are invited to join 


Padova in welcoming President 
Abraham Lincoln to Lawrence 
Heritage State Park for the 4th annu- 
al old-fashioned 4th of July celebra- 
tion. 

According to Padova, who teach- 
es history at NECC, the idea is to 
make and maintain a connection 
between NECC and the Heritage 
Park. 


“We want to bring in additional 
visitors and at the same time increase 
the diversity of our clientele,” 
Padova said. “Also, the idea of offer- 
ing a personalized guided tour to stu- 
dents and faculty was in reality very 
appealing.” 

The Lawrence Heritage State 
Park also teaches its visitors the his- 
torical significance of the Merrimack 
Valley. 

“The tours will also increase 
awareness, and help focus on the sig- 
nificance of Merrimack River, the 
Native Americans who inhabited 
these areas before, and the immigra- 
tion patterns of the 1840s,” Padova 


Courtesy of Lawrencehistory.org 
Abraham Lincoln to come to Lawrence. Wait...what? 


said. 

Padova also states that with the 
help of videos at the visitor center, 
attendees will learn about the five 
processes of producing wool and 
other textile manufacturing process- 
es. Padova also said that he would be 
proposing a new course for NECC on 
the history of the Merrimack Valley 
to start fall 2010. 

For more information, contact 
Padova at the park, from June 23 
through Labor Day, at: 

978-794-1655. Please call ahead, 
especially for large groups. Lawrence 
Heritage State Park is located at 1 
Jackson St. 


Cristina Napoli photo 


Performing Arts major Jon Moriarty is ready to take 


the stage. 


Julie Varney photo 


The 2009 issue of Parnassus was released this 
week. It is shown here at the Parnassus release 
party held on Monday, May 4, next to the frist 
issue of Parnassus, released 45 years ago, and 
the award the 2008-2009 issue won for second 
place in the Community College Humanities 
Association Eastern Division. 


When will he die?! Denny will return yet again 


He’ baaack... 


By CRISTINA NAPOLI 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


Most fans of “Grey’s Anatomy” 
will remember the heartache that 
came in the Season 2 finale when 
Izzie laid beside her dead fiancé, 
Denny Duquette. 

Hell, people that dont watch 
“Grey’s Anatomy” know what’s been 
happening with our dear Denny. 

When “Grey’s” creator Shonda 
Rimes brought Denny back to guide 
Meredith back to theland of the living, 
fans were given a sense of closure for 


his beloved character. Then she 
brought his actor Jeffery Dean 
Morgan back to host a what’s-hap- 
pened-so-far episode. 

And now she’s brought him on 
again in Season 5. 

Many fans were fed up when Izzie 
began to hallucinate Denny and were 
more than a bit annoyed when she 
began to cheat on Alex with what she 
thought was a ghost. 

Though, we can give her a bit of 
slack. The cancer was causing intense 
hallucinations. 

Denny disappeared when Izzie 
finally realized that she was actually 
seriously sick. 


And now he’s coming back again. 

The landmark 100th episode of 
“Grey’s Anatomy” airs tomorrow on 
May 7, and Denny will return yet 
again. 

Seriously? Seriously?! 

“T can confirm that I will be com- 
ing back one more time," JDM 
revealed at the Hollywood premiere of 
Star Trek. "I think it will be done after 
that. I think I have been on the Grey's 
Anatomy set for the last time.” 

As loved as Denny had been when 
he was Seattle Grace’s ailing heart 
patient, many fans will readily agree 
that his character is done. 

“T think they're regretting killing 


me off a little bit,’ JDM said. 

Really, JOM? How could you 
tell? 

The 100th episode of a show is 
always a major thing and although 
JDM says that Denny will be return- 
ing for a reason, it isn’t too out there to 
wonder i f his presence will turn fans 
away from the long awaited wedding 
episode. 

It was wonderful to see Denny 
when he brought Meredith back to her 
friends, but, seriously, this isn’t 
“Supernatural.” If you’re going to 
bring JDM back as a ghost-type story- 
line, bring him back as John 
Winchester. At least then it follows the 


idea of the show. 

Seriously. 

Fans complained that the Denny 
storyline had been lasting way too 
long with no reason. It stretched for 
months and as episodes went on, 
many fans found themselves being 
more than a bit annoyed when Denny 
would come on screen. 

To Shonda, it’s time to let Denny 
rest in peace. He lived, he died, he 
came back, he came back again, and 
now he’s coming back again. 

It is time to let Denny Duquette 
with his dirty Scrabble words walk 
into the light. 

Seriously. 
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WHERE DO vou 
WANT TO EAT? 


How ‘BouT THE 
BISTRO LIAISON? 


xs 


YeAH IT’S HERE, 
BUT THERE ARE NO 
ANCHOVIES. WHAT 
pO You WANT 
DONE WITH THe 
PIZZA Boy? 


OF ALL THE ORDERS TO 
ScRew uP. 


©2009 Harry Bites. Distributed by Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


5 
: 


= f * 


“This just in: Larry, I’m cheating 
on you — details when | get home ... 


n 


Complete the grid so 
each row, column and 
3-by-3 box (in bold 
borders) contains 
every digit, 1 to 9. For 
Strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit 
www.sudoku.org.uk 


SOLUTION TO LAST 
WEEK'S PUZZLE 
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NO FERD, 
S PRONOUNCED 


LEE-Ave-ZON. 


HoW CAN You 
HEAR IF I 
PRONOUNCED IT 
WRONG? THIS 


T DON’T HAVE 
MUCH FAITH 
IN ouR 
READERS’ 
INTELLIGENCE, 
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= 
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Be CAREFUL TOHNSON! 
We ’ReE ABOUT TO GO INTO 
A mime FreLo. 


“One Oay __ Time” 

Vitord with bean or meal 

“The _ Couple” (1970-75) 
Crime crama series 

Artmur, tor one 

Friend of Winnie the Pooh 
“Body "> °B6 Ok Benedict térm 
Lead role on “Pravitence™ 

Gary of “Micnigtt Cailee” (1966- 
o1>) 

“The __~: 1994 Derts Leary 4m 
Number of seasons for “The 
Honeymooners” 

Big heart 

Resigence. to Etza Oocolmie 
Allen and others 

Clem Kaciddiehopper’s porrayer 
“Queen for __" (1956-64) 

Jim Mabors’ state of batik abbr 
Unpleasant spouse 

Pretxx tor angle or pod 
Armapotis acad. operator 


Sobstion to Les! Week's Puazte 


THE TV CROSSWORD 


by Jacqueline E. Mathews 
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Seymour or Wyant 

—— Desth” 

= 10 Ihe Ch¥et™, 1965 sitcom 
Véced in the tite of Kaley Cuccos 
sores 

Budtang wi 

“ Fieing”: 96 Grisce Viillis finn 
= Piy Away” (1991-93) 

Most damaus 1969 beice 
Special--oarder shoe 

Pretix tor place or leading 
Sutivean and Greciey 

Microwave briefly 


oown 
Fabray, to trends 

Ur of energy, tor short 

Actress on oat Vin imperrer” 
514 and 516 

Street pavers goo 

Vall and Sesame: abor 

Actor tarves 

“The Big with Donny Deutsch” 
Actor on “CSI: Miami 

inckcates betoremarnd 

"__ HMamenerT (1986-88) 

Owes 

___ Kncowtiedige”; 1971 Carncsce 
Bergen mows 

“Awe.” (2002-04) 
Communications method 

Tina 

Lene tram Greece 

“The “ 2008 John Savage fm 
reland and others 

“__ Desire”; 1963 Barbara 
Stanmvyck movie 

‘The Wayans ” (1998-99) 
One of @ funrry trio 

“The Deep __*; 2001 Goran 
Visnjic fim 

Pe __: Aeint Roea's portrayer 
on Wahons™ 

Slangy repty 


Way 11-17-2005 
ARIES (March 21- 

April 20) - Study the 

social actions or reactions 

of others this week. Late 
Monday a loved one may 

w a rare glimpse into their private 

d or reveal vital emotional infor- 
tion. Key issues may involve fam- 


aturday accen 
new job prospects and renewed 
career ambitions. Ask friends or col- 
leagues for suggestions: the experi- 
ence of others will now provide fast 
leads. 
CANCER (June 22- 
ro) July 22) - Early this week 


SE te 


nancial decisions, iniends and colleagues will ask SsuD 


questions or publicly challenge the 
ideas of the group. Don't be drawn 
into unusual workplace differences. 
No clear priorities will be estab- 
lished. Wednesday through Saturday 
highlights romantic expansion, new 
relationships and surprising flirta- 
tions. Potential lovers will easily 


(Nov. 23-Dec. 21) - 
Romantic partners may 

Mtaying WOW end a brief phase of 

of family disruptions or 
home power struggles. Some 
Sagittarians, especially those born in 
mid-December, will this week make 
an important emotional choice. Push 
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begin two weeks 0 
business expansion and unusual 
workplace announcements. Financial 
deadlines and property documents 
may soon prove bothersome: ask key 
questions. 
PISCES (Feb. 20- 

} March 20) - Home rela- 


ly loyalties, romantic history or Qo expect loved ones to express their feelings. Respond for reliable commitments and refuse tions and long-term 

felt values. Ask for clarity: a Cancer eave six weeks of rest- quickly and honestly: your instincts to rely on yesterday's rules: there's Pisces friendship may now begin 
cal discussion will prove mean- lessness and inward are valid. much to be gained. After Thursday a brief phase of fast nego- 
ingful. After mid-week romantic tim- thought in the past. Optimism and 


is critical: watch for a friend or 
ential lover to push for reliable 
nmitments and bold public prom- 

Go slow: passions are now 
pl} felt. 


i 


TAURUS (April 21- 

% May 20) - Group relations 
~“ may this week be complex 
wus or emotionally strained. 
ch for long-term or previously 
it colleagues to publicly discuss 
nt workplace dynamics. Avoid 
sing sides, if possible. Political 
sions and business differences 
temporary. Later this week a pri- 
family decision may draw pub- 
ebate. If so, remain diplomatic: 
friends and relatives will 
controversial opinions and 
stic expectations. Stand your 

all is well. 


resen 


Be 0 fe 5 Be Og 2s 


GEMINI (May 21- _ 


June 21) - Friends and rel- 

atives will now present 
unusual group ideas or 
complex home sugges- 

ions. Early this week watch for fresh 
ns of entertainment or unique 
bbies to appeal. A new era of 
involvement will soon arrive. 

ain open to creative or contro- 

e activities. Wednesday through 


acceptance are now an ongoing 
theme. Use this time to resolve out- 
standing differences or firmly estab- 
lish important relationships in the 
present. For some Cancerians this 
marks the beginning of significant 
romantic and social changes: after 
Thursday watch for complex propos- 
als or unusual romantic overtures. 
Timing and family relations will 


prove vital: stay focused. 
S2 22) - Family communica- 
tions will now demand 
Leo added attention: before 
Wednesday expect private 
discussions or minor home tensions 
to be publicly revealed. No long-last- 
ing or serious consequences will 
result, so not to worry. Do, however, 
carefully study new social promises 
or unrealistic short-term plans. 
Thursday through Saturday business 
records and financial calculations 
will need to be double checked: 
watch for legal errors and unrealistic 
estimates. 


LEO (July 23-Aug. 


VIRGO (Aug. 23- 
Sept. 22) - Yesterday's 
business suggestions will 
this week be closely eval- 
uated. After Tuesday 


LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
23) - Revised work assign- 
ments may soon bring 
about unique alliances. 
Before mid-week listen 
closely to the suggestions of poten- 
tial business partners. In the coming 
weeks a secondary source of income 
will demand a strong memory and a 
relentless commitment to detail. 
Tuesday through Friday friends, rela- 
tives or close colleagues may express 
a strong need for social change. 
Entertainment and new creativity are 
accented: watch for unusual ideas or 
fast invitations. 


@) 


Libra 


SCORPIO (Oct. 24- 

Nov. 22) - Key officials 

may this week offer sever- 

Scorpio i alternative solutions to 
recent workplace differ- 

ences. Personality clashes between 


colleagues are no longer useful. Opt 
to maintain the integrity of the group 


~ and all will continue to work in your 


favor. After mid-week a previously 
shy or withdrawn friend may express 
strong ideas or controversial opin- 
ions. Family traditions, recent home 
decisions or group loyalties may be a 
central theme. Remain detached: ten- 
sions will increase. 


cancelled business plans from sever- 
al weeks ago will reappear. If so, ask 
bosses and managers for written 
agreements: reliable information is 


needed. 
© 22-Jan. 20) - Before mid- 
- week a co-workers may 
Capricort provide an unique per- 
spective on recent social conflicts or 
business errors. Team alliances and 
the emotional history of colleagues 
may be a key influence. Don't ignore 
minor hints or rare comments. 
Workable solutions are now avail- 
able. Wednesday through Saturday 
accents financial discussions and 
family planning. Some Capricorns 
will now begin a phase of minor 
power struggles and home renova- 
tions. Stay alert: details will prove 
Vital. 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 21- 
YAY Feb. 19) - A close relation- 
WN ship may this week be 

Aquarius challenged by a new 

romantic attraction or 
unethical social request. Enjoy the 
moment but avoid long-term deci- 
sion. Although flattering, this is not 
the right time to take risks or under- 
estimate the needs of loved ones. 

Stay focused. After Thursday some 


tiations and improved communica- 
tions. Quick proposals or revised 
group roles may be a key concern. 
After Wednesday some Pisceans will 
return to old family or social expec- 
tations. If so, watch for calm deci- 
sions to work to your advantage. Late 
this week positive financial news 
may trigger unexpected social or 
family decisions. Trust your 
instincts: your plans have been accu- 
rate. : 


If your birthday is _ this 
week...home renovations and revised 
living arrangements will bring posi- 
tive gains in the months to come. 
After mid-June watch for loved ones 
to outline new family plans, financial 
goals or property aspirations. Money 
luck is high and will soon provide 
obvious routes to success. Large pur- 
chases and shared investments will 
work to your advantage throughout 
the summer months. After August 8th 
watch also for sudden travel plans or 
unique educational: proposals. Loved 
ones may soon wish to explore new 
ideas, beliefs or cultures. New 
friendships and complex social invi- 
tations will be a continuing theme 
through October and November. Stay 
focused and expect minor disputes. 


For private consultation, please 
visit www.mysticstars.net. 


REL 101-HR 
PHI 101-HW 
PHI 101-O1A 
PHI 121-LLT 
HIS 101-LLT 
HIS 121-HW 
HIS 122-O1A 


GEO 101-HR 
GEO 101-O1A 
ECO 201-HM 
ECO 202-HW 


_ Intro to Geography 
~ Intro'to Geography 
Microeconomics 
Macroeconomics 


On line 
M 6:30-9:20 
W 6:30-9:10 


Still seats in these day classes! 
TR 9:15-10:30 
MWEF 11-11:50 
MWF 10-10:50 
MWF 1:00-1:50 
MWF 9:00-9:50 
TR 9:15-10:30 
MWF 9:00-9:50 
MWF 1:00-1:50 
MWF 11-11:50 
TR 12:15-1:30 
MWF 10-10:50 
MWF 11-11:50 
MWF 9-9:50 
TR.9:15-10330 — { 
MWF 8:00-8:50 
MWF 10:00-10:50 ¢ 
TR 10:45-12:00_ 


enterior On 


PHI-101-T9 
PHI 102-11 
PHI 110-10 
HIS 101-1 
HIS 102-9 
HIS 111-T9 
HIS 112-9 
HIS 122-1 
HIS 204-14 


Into to Philosophy 
Issues in Philosophy 
Ethics 
US. History | 
. History Il 
Western Civilization | 
Western Civilization I! 
World Civilization || 
the Civil War 
temporary World ) 
erican Gov&Pblitics GOV 101-7 


Protect against heart disease now 


Student proposes ideas 


to promote good 
health for the future 
By CHRISTINA SCHNEIDER 
Correspondent 
Heart dis- 
ease is the 
number one 
killer among 


Americans 
which 
people know, 
but what they 


most 


don't know is what causes it. While 
people everywhere are worrying 
about going green and saving the 
world from global warming people 


aren't realizing that we may be sav- 
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Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention there are about 652,091 
deaths per year which is 27 percent 
of all U.S. deaths. 


know this is the number one of our 


Most people 


killers but they don't realize how 
big of a deal it is. 

We need to start putting an end 
to this killer and it really isn't that 
hard to prevent. You can take a 
walk everyday instead of just sit- 
ting in front of the TV or even park 
your car further away from the 
building you're going into. Watch 
your sodium and cholesterol intake 
and overall just lookout for your- 
self. If you are increasingly gaining 
weight or already are obese then 
maybe it's time to think about your 


future because what most people 


————@ 


We need to start putting an end to this 
killer and it really isn’t that hard to pre- 


vent. 


— Christina Schneider 


ing our planet but we are not help- 
ing ourselves. According to the 


Departing editor 
dishes on what new 


faces need to know 


By HANSEL LOPEZ 
Opinion Editor 


So yeah before I leave this campus 
for good (unfortunately) I've decided to 
write something up for you new kids 
who are going to show up and have no 
idea what is going on. 

First of all know where you are. 
The main buildings/areas you will 
spend time in are either the C or Spurk 
building the B and E buildings or the 
Tech center. What you need to know 
next is what is important within each 
building or in the surrounding areas. 

First off the library: it's probably 
one of the places you want to get most 
acquainted with if you are a new stu- 
dent. They have computers and a great 
supply of magazines, newspapers and 
books to keep you entertained in your 
off hours. 

The second place you should know 
like the back of your hand is the C 
building since it’s likely you'll spend 
most of your time there. Know that 
Jitter’s Café is here where you can get a 
hot cup of Starbucks coffee and junk 
food. I love me some junk food. 

Third place you should know is 
uh.... Probably: the student center 
which is where all of the student stuff 
goes down. You know the really fun 


don't know is that heart disease 


does not just happen when you're 


Here’s the Scores 


Ft 


older, it can happen anytime. 

It is becoming more common 
now due to the lack of exercise kids 
are getting. Let's face it instead of 
coming home and running outside 
after school they grab a bag of chips 
or any other snack and plant them- 
selves in front of the TV or play 
video games. Most parents now 
both work and they are gone until 
later, so they are not there to tell 
their kids to go outside and play. 
Parents are not helping or setting 
good examples for kids. Instead of 
running to the closest drive-through 
to: 1, put a smile on their faces, and 
2, make life easier for themselves; 
do a little extra work and cook 
yourself or at least pick up some- 
thing that is not from a drive- 
through restaurant. 

So let's start protecting our- 
selves and the children who are 
soon enough going to be the future 
from going down the drains. All it 
takes is for everyone to do a little 
bit just like how people are doing a 
little bit 
Everyone just needs to do their part. 


to save our 


planet. } 


~ 
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Let's raise awareness for ourselves Exercise is one of the best ways to keep your body in 


just like we do for our world. 


They say if you can make it here you can make it any- 
where. No, really, it’s a good place to start. 


stuff like registering for classes and 
buying books and Red Bull. Always a 
good time believe me, well not really 
but I have to sell this article somehow. 

Kidding aside you might want to 
check out the B building cafeteria also 
if you want to sit down and chill out for 
a while. If you want to do homework 
without being bothered then trust me 
this is the best place to do so. 


Other than that the best place I can 
think of to get work done and meet new 
people is the Observer office (which is 
located in the C building so I don't 
know if it counts). Sure it's a biased 
answer but hey, I'm being honest. 

So yeah good luck to all of those 
who have just decided to come to 
NECC. It is a lot more fun than what 
people make it out to be. 


shape and disease resistant. 


Sayonara! 


Fabled recluse and 
artistic savant bids 


farewell to college 


By Nick SERMUKSNIS 
Alt. Edge Editor 


Two years 
ago I had no 
interest in jour- 
nalism. I was 
seemingly 
fixed on bum- 
ming through 
college with as 
little flavor as 
possible. It 
wasn't —_ until 
then Editor-in-Chief Dan Potocki 
offered me a position on the newspa- 
per with pizza and comic books. He 
put me in charge of Alternative Edge, 
his brainchild that was meant as a 
breath of fresh air for readers. Did I 
succeed? I'll let the finished product 
speak for itself. 

I think that journalism is a subject 
that everyone should at least dabble 
in. It pushes you to look underneath 
the surface, to dig in places you 
would normally overlook. It ranges 
from revealing layers of people you 
would have otherwise ignored, to 
bringing hard truths to the surface, to 
letting you in on some aspects of life 
that we tend to ignore. 

This is what I got out of journal- 
ism. It's what I got out of working on 
the “Observer” and writing articles 
about human trafficking, bake sales, 
UPS guys, hot dogs and so on. The 
paper gave me an outlet that not 
many get to have. It didn't have to be 
a campus-altering news bulletin. I 
just hope I tackled stories that people 


never knew they wanted to read 
about. 

I want to express my appreciation 
for those who expressed both compli- 
ment and criticism about my section. 
Hearing feedback is usually what got 
me fired up about working on the 
paper. My section was for you guys 
so I'm glad you took advantage of it. 

I do want to announce that this is 
the final issue of Alternative Edge as 
far as I'm concerned. Its future is 
entirely up to the next generation o 
staffers but I think it will probably 
continue on with some other name. 

In my short experience at 
Northern Essex I have met a colorful 
cast of characters. There was an ener- 
gy and sense of urgency here that I 
wish was more apparent in high 
school. It became easy to relate to 
others who struggled balancing their 
personal and work lives with their 
school career. I hope that I captured 
in my own bizarre way some sense 0} 
what really makes Northern Essex! 
tick. 

I figure it being my last issue I 
would recommend one last comic 
book. I still want you all to check out 
Scott Pilgrim but I'll leave you with 
something new. 

The Unwritten: This is a brand 
new series by Mike Carey and Peter 
Gross and published by Vertigo. The 
first issue hits May 13. It deals with 
the son of a famed writer of a series 
of books about a boy wizard who was’ 
fashioned off said son. Sound famil- 
iar? The boy grows up living off the 
fame his father established, nev: 
able to escape its shadow until one 
day his father disappears and the lines 
between reality and fiction start to 
blur. It's a wild trip through some o 
the greatest and even obscure literary 
classics. It's something new that I 
would recommend giving a shot. 


Having a child out of 


_ wedlock doesn t have 
~ to be a negative 


By KASHMIR FRIZELLE 
Correspondent 


It seems as though in the past 
couple of years everyone I went to 
highschool with has given birth to a 


_ baby. Within the last four years, if not 


a girl from my grade, then one behind 
me or in front of me has had a child. 
I suppose these girls would be con- 


_ sidered young mothers, considering 


the fact that I am only 20-years-old 
myself (21 in the end of May). 

There are some people who think 
it is a life-changing mistake to have a 
child before you have an established 
career, as most of these girls do not, 
and that it is even worse that most of 
them are not married either. 
However, you ask someone like 
myself if having a child at 20 years 


; old and out of wedlock is a mistake 


~ you’! come to regret, and I’ll tell you 


you’re crazy. Granted, I can under- 
stand where the people who find 
problems with it are coming from. 

I am almost 21-years-old, am not 
married, and do not have an estab- 
lished career. I have a_ steady 


F boyfriend who I currently live with, 


and his income covers all of the bills 
that are necessary to pay in order to 
live a comfortable life. I am going to 


school, majoring in who knows what 
as of now, and most importantly I am 
six months pregnant. I am expecting 
my bouncing baby boy, Kayden 
Michael Woodliff Dempsey, on 
August 4... but would not mind in the 
least bit if he decided to pop out ear- 
lier. 

My point here is that I fit the pro- 
file of a young mother giving birth 
out of wedlock. I can admit that my 
boyfriend and I don’t have all the 
money in the world, but we aren’t 
exactly struggling either. People 
close to me, my mother in particular, 
have voiced their opinions on my 
decision to have this baby, and some 
of them are not very positive. 

I have heard some pretty terrible 
things. I even had someone very 
close to me, who is clearly not sup- 
portive of this pregnancy, ask me just 
last week if it was too late to have an 
abortion. In my head I was like, “Are 
you freaking crazy? This is a child in 
my stomach at this point, not just a 
fetus anymore! He can be born any 
day and have more than a 50 percent 
chance at a completely normal life!” 
So insensitive, I could have smacked 
them. 

Another concern of these non- 
supporters is the fact that I am not 
married. “What kind of an example 
are you setting for your child when 
you aren’t married before he is 
born?” Okay, maybe this one I can 
understand a little bit- most people 


NECC Observer 


May 6, 2009 | Page 17 


TkGEe 


MCTcampus photo 


Being a young mother has no correlation to bad or good parenting 


are brought up to think that the natu- 
ral order of things, the only order that 
is right, is marriage before children. 
However, as of 2005, babies born out 
of wedlock were at an all time high, 
with four out of 10 babies being born 
to unwed mothers. Experts say this is 
because a lot of people are waiting to 
be married, instead choosing to live 
together first. It seems to me that this 
is because having a baby without 
being married is more acceptable 
nowadays. Perhaps not in my family, 
but overall. 

I am now going to tell you how I 
feel about my decision, and the deci- 
sions of the countless amount of girls 


Award for 2009. 


Student recognized by Congress 


Julie Varney photo 


Direct Support Certificate Program stu- 
dent Wilfredo Cruz, shown here with Program 
Coordinator Mary DiGiovanni, 
given special Congressional recognition for his 
being awarded the Direct Support Professional 


was recently 


who have done this at my age. 
Although having a baby at a young 
age is a struggle without a doubt, it is 
one that comes with way more 
rewards than tough times. First of all, 
my son can never throw the “well 
you don’t understand me! You’re too 
old!” card in my face. How good is 
that! And, becoming a mother com- 
pletes your life in every sense of the 
word. In a little over 3 months, I am 
going to love someone uncondition- 
ally, with every fiber of my being, for 
the rest of my life no matter what 
happens. How could something so 
beautiful be a mistake? 

As I said in the beginning, I can 


: ao 


4 


Meet Raquel... 


understand the fact that people have 
concerns about young mothers being 
able to deal with the demands of 
motherhood. My opinion is that if 
you are lucky enough to be graced 
with such a miracle as the one that is 
life, you should take full advantage 
of that, as many are not so lucky. I 
know my life is going to change, 
there will be no more spare time for 
me to just sit and watch the television 
program of my choosing, but I am 
going to have a son. A son who is 
going to love me (until he is a teenag- 
er) and believe that I am a queen. I 
cannot wait, and I know I have made 
the right choice. 


RAQUEL BABEU 


Bay Path College 
Legal Studies ‘09 


“As a first-year, transfer student from a public university, | looked for a 
four-year college that was affordable, provided a high quality education 
and most importantly, treated me as a person, not a number. At Bay Path, 
| found everything | was looking for and more—faculty who care about 
my education as much as | do and limitless opportunities to succeed.” 


At Bay Path You Matter! 


Bay Path has small classes, professors who know you by name, a 
comfortable and beautiful campus, over 30 majors and minors, and 
generous financial aid packages (transfer scholarships up to $10,000 
a year). WANT TO LEARN MORE? Call our admissions counselor at 


413.565.1331 or e-mail her at dbryden@baypath.edu today! 


Cruz was awarded for his genuine and 
selfless assistance to others, as well as his 
excellence, creativity and commitment in provid- 
ing support to individuals with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities and their families. 


Bay Path College 
588 Longmeadow Street, 
Longmeadow, MA 01106 


www.baypath.edu 


Bay Path 


ollege 


~ 
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The Celtics and Bulls do battle 


TR 


This has been a phenomenal series. 


The Celtics and the 
Bulls made history in 
the first round of the 


playoffs 


By CHRISTIAN STONE 
Sports Editor 


am 


If the first 
round of the 
playoffs is any 
indication of 
how the rest of 
the postseason 


will go for the 
= 4 Boston Celtics, 
then as spectators of the game, we’re 
in for a real treat. 

The Chicago Bulls gave a Kevin 
Garnett-less Celtics team a run for 
their money during a historical first 
round of the eastern conference play- 
off series. A series that featured a 
complete seven game set with an 
NBA playoff record seven overtime 
periods played to determine who 
wins and who goes home. 

In the first game of the series, 
Bulls rookie point guard Derrick 
Rose tied NBA legend Kareem 
Abdul-Jabbar’s record for points by a 
rookie in a debut playoff game. Ray 
Allen on the other hand had a miser- 
able first game of the series, scoring 
just four points on a pathetic | of 12 
shooting. It was the fifth time that 
Ray Allen has scored four points or 
less in a playoff game for the Celtics 
They are 1-4 in those games; need- 
less to say, the Bulls took the first 
game of the series 105-103 in over- 


time, just one overtime, from the 


Celts in front of their home fans at 
the TD Banknorth Garden. 

Allen was able to bounce back in 
game 2, scoring 30 points, but it was 
Rajon Rondo who stole the spotlight. 
Rondo put up a triple double, scoring 
19 points with 12 rebounds and 16 
assists, to go along with five steals. 
Allen had the task of handling anoth- 
er former UConn Husky in Ben 
Gordon, who did everything he could 
to try and bring the series back to 
Chicago up 2-0. Gordon had a career 
playoff high 42 points including a 
game tying jumper with 12.3 seconds 
left. But Allen got the better of the 
baskets, draining a three pointer with 
2 seconds left on the clock. The Bulls 
would miss the next attempt and 
Boston went on the win 118-115. 

After two highly dramatic games 
in Boston, the third was never in 
doubt when the Celtics arrived at the 
United Center in Chicago. The 
Celtics came away with 16 steals, 
second best in franchise playoff his- 
tory behind the 18 they amassed in 
Game 5 of the 2008 NBA finals. Paul 
Pierce scored 24 points on 9 of 15 
shooting, as he seemed to find his 
comfort level a few games into the 
series. 

“In Game | and 2, I was a little 
indecisive but I’m getting comfort- 
able with what [the Bulls] are trying 
to do,” he said. 

However it was the Bulls who 
buried themselves in the third game 
with shabby play. They turned the 
ball over 22 times, shot thirty-seven 
percent from the floor and missed 10 
free throws (17 of 27). The Bulls shot 


46 of 51 from the line in the first two 


games of the series. The Celtics won 


- Paul Pierce 


in impressive fashion 107-86 and 
after the game Celtics coach Doc 
Rivers said he was “thrilled” by the 
way the team had played. 

With the Celtics up in the series 2 
to 1, the Bulls decided to up the 
physicality of the series and make an 
effort the halt the Boston in their 
tracks. Brad Miller, who had taken a 
palm from Rondo upside the face in 
Game 3, decided to extract a little 
revenge in the fourth quarter in 
Game 4 after Glen “Big Baby” Davis 
bumped him under the hoop. Miller 
came back with a forearm to the head 
of Big Baby, it was originally 
assessed a flagrant foul 2, but it was 
later reduced to a technical foul. 
Rondo meanwhile had his second 
triple double of the series, scoring 25 
and gathering up 11 boards and 11 
assists. Rondo is the first Celtics 
player since Larry Bird in 1986 to 
have two triple doubles in one play- 
off series and the first player to do it 
in the NBA since Jason Kidd in 
2002, against the Celtics. However, 
the Bulls managed to pull out more 
effective and efficient playing down 
the stretch to top the Celtics in dou- 
ble overtime, 121-118. It was just the 
second time since the NBA merger in 
1976-77 that the Celtics had three 
players score at least 25 points in a 


playoff game and manage to lose. 
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Glen “Big Baby” Davis of the Celtics gets some resistance from Bulls’ big man 
Joakim Noah during Game 7 of the first round of the Eastern Conference playoffs. 
The Celtics managed to hold off the seventh seeded Bulls in seven games. 


Boston’s Big Three needed the 
help of the role players to oust 
Chicago in Game 5, and they got it. 
Rondo was up to his usual domina- 
tive self in the playoffs, ending just 2 
boards shy of his third triple double 
of the series. He finished with 28 
points, 8 rebounds and 11 assists. 
Kendrick Perkins stepped it up with 
16 points, 19 rebounds and seven 
blocks. The number of blocks would 
tie Robert Parish for the most all- 
time in a Celtics playoff game. With 
Kevin Garnett injured and Ray Allen 
fouling out with 5:47 left in regula- 
tion time it was up to Paul Pierce to 
step it up at crunch time. He hit a 
jumper to tie the game at the end of 
regulation and three more in the final 
seventy-seven seconds of overtime to 
propel the Celtics to victory. Pierce 
even impressed the competition. 

“Paul Pierce was unbelievable,” 
said Joakim Noah. 

“Guys are hitting crazy shot after 
crazy shot. It’s all about who’s going 
to make that shot at the end of the 
game.” 

In Game 5 it was Paul Pierce as 
the Celtics managed to win 106-104 
in a game that saw Chicago up by !1 
at one point. The fact that the game 
went into overtime made it the first 
ever playoff series that had three 
games conclude in overtime. 

If Game 5 set the record for most 
games played in overtime, then 
Game 6 shattered the record as it 
took 3 additional overtimes to deter- 
mine the winner, totaling seven over- 
time periods in a 6 game span. But 
the amount of additional time played 
wasn’t the only record to be tied or 
broken in Game 6. Ray Allen scored 
51 points, which tied the second 
most in Celtics playoff history. He 
was the first player to scored 50+ 
points for the Celtics in a playoff 
game since John Havlicek scored the 
1973. 
Rondo also tied Bob Cousy’s playoff 
With 8 seconds 


remaining in the game, Rondo was 


franchise record of 54 in 


record of 19 assists. 


blocked by Rose, who in turn missed 


two free throws, with a few seconds 


left Rondo heaved up a midcourt 
prayer that missed and saw the Bulls 
tied the series up 3-3 with the final 
score 128-127. At this juncture, 
everybody, players included, knew 
they were a part of something spe- 
cial. 

“This series has been a lot of fun 
for the fans, the people of Chicago 
and the people of Boston. It’s a lot of 
fun for us, too, playing on the. big 
stage. It’s special to be a part of this, 
and I know it’s a series people will be 
talking about for a long time,” said 
Joakim Noah. 

“It’s unbelievable,” added 
Kendrick Perkins, “shot after shot, 
tough make after tough make. It’s a 
tough series.” 

Pierce on the other hand was 
flabbergasted after the game. 

“T really don’t know what to say 
about this series,” he said. “This has 
been a phenomenal series.” 

In the final game of the series it 
was perfect execution and the perfect 
shooting of Eddie House that wound 
up advancing the Celtics past the 
Bulls in the first round. House shot 5 
for 5 from the floor, which doesn’t 
sound like much, but 4 of the shots 
were from behind the thrée-point 
arch, he finished with 16 points. 
Although it was the efficiency that 
helped the Celtics win the game as 
they hit 11 out of 11 free throws in 
the final two minutes of the game. 
Chicago had eight turnovers and 
missed four free throws down the 
stretch. 

After the game, Pierce summed it 
up best, “It was a long grueling 
series. I thought this was one of the 
most mentally tough series I’ve ever 
been in. Thank goodness we were 
battle-tested and we were able to pull 
this out in seven games,” he said. 

The Celtics will have their work 
cut out for them as they are matched 
up against the Orlando Magic and 
All-Star center Dwight Howard. 
Howard is a freak of nature when it 
comes to his size and his dominance 
on the court. The Celtics right now 
are struggling to find people to fill 
the big man position with Garnett 
and Leon Powe out with injuries. 
Pierce, Allen, Rondo and the rest of 
the Celtics will be put to the test, but 
no time better than after coming off 
one of the most remarkable, motivat- 
ing wins over the Bulls in a series 
that will no doubt be talked about for 


years to come. 
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No way, Jose to join 


Jose Canseco to join 
Mixed Martial Arts? 


By HANSEL LOPEZ 
Opinion Editor 


Hell has 
officially 
frozen over 

This may 
seem like the 
most absurd 
piece of sports 
journalism you 
have ever read 
but I’m going 
to tell it to you 
straight, Jose 
Canseco has decided to try his hand 
at MMA (mixed martial arts). 

Yes you read correctly, Canseco 
is willing to lace them up in a sport 
that requires you to be proficient in at 
least two martial arts or combat 
sports to remain relevant. You may 
be asking yourself who is willing to 
pass this barbarity as sport or can 
Canseco fight? 

The promotion willing to put 
Canseco in harms way is the Dream 
league from Japan what many con- 
sider the spiritual successor to the 
now defunct Pride Fighting 
Championships. MMA in Japan still 
has its roots firmly in professional 
wrestling and grand spectacle so it 
comes to no surprise that they are 
willing to place Canseco en route to a 
hospital stretcher for ratings. 

And secondly Canseco claims he 
can fight, the key word in that sen- 
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Jose Canseco had his troubles taking Danny 
Bonaduce down, how will he stack up in MMA? 


tence of course being claims. 
Reports have varied since the 
announcement. At first it was report- 
ed that he had a background in karate 
(the only man I can think of who has 
ever been able to convert karate suc- 
cessfully into MMA is _ Lyoto 
Machida and Canseco he ain’t) then 
it was an alleged black belt in Tae 
Kwon Do and Muay Thai training. 
So either Canseco has spent a good 
amount of his life training various 
martial arts or this is complete and 
utter crap. 

Dream is calling it the Super 
Hulk tournament and features peren- 
nial MMA losers like Bob Sapp and 
Jan Nortje. To be honest the only 
legit mixed martial artists I can think 
of participating in this fiasco are 
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Gegard Mousasi’ and Thierry 
Sokoudjou and they are most likely 
the two finalists participating in the 
finals. 

And if you happen to be the one 
person on earth who is rooting for 
Canseco in this bizarre tournament 
keep in mind one thing his opponent 
is Hong Man Choi. For those who 
aren’t hardcore MMA fans Choi is 
that novelty fighter who may have a 
record of one win with two losses but 
keep in mind those two losses have 
come to none other than Fedor 
Emelianenko and Mirko “Cro Cop” 
Fillipovic. That and the fact that Choi 
is seven feet two inches tall and has a 
respectable kick boxing record. 

Good luck trying to ruin this 
sport Canseco. 


Courtesy of liftupfoundation.com 


The highly muscular but meagerly talented Jose 
Canseco has tried everything from Baseball to book 
writing and now he will attempt another hobby to his 
collection; Mixed Martial Arts. 


Weekly Sports Trivia 
QUESTIONS: 


1. Who led the NBA in assists in 
the ‘08-‘09 season? 

2. Who hit the most three-point- 
ers during the NBA ‘08-‘09 sea- 
son?? 

3. Who was the Coach of the 
Year in the NBA ‘08-‘09 season? 
4. Which player played the most 
minutes during the NBA ‘08-‘09 
season? 

5. Which NBA team finished the 
‘08-‘09 season with the most 
losses? 
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‘Save the Deaf Cluster’ 


Program to remain 
open one year, students 
say fight is not done yet 


By JULIE VARNEY 
Editor-in-Chief 


One of the loudest student 
protests has been going on at NECC 
for the last couple of weeks, but no 
one has heard it. 

That is because it is taking place 
in a silent, passionate flurry of hands. 

Students from NECC’s Deaf 
Cluster Program have been protest- 
ing the closure of the program that 
teaches its students the basic English 
and writing skills necessary for their 
successful communication. 

And last week they achieved 
somewhat of a victory when it was 
announced the Deaf Cluster 
Program, which was slated to close at 
the end of this semester because of 
budget reductions, was granted a 
one-year reprieve. 

“With the prospect of temporary 
federal stimulus money aid for high- 
er education-in Massachusetts, the 
college will continue to support Deaf 
Cluster classes through the 2009- 
2010 academic year for purposes of 
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providing current students the oppor- 
tunity to complete their studies,” 
Vice President of Academic Affairs 
Lane Glenn announced last week. 

These budget reductions consist- 
ed of the elimination of the sole fac- 
ulty position in the Deaf Cluster 
Program, held by Profesor Elaine 
Glennon, which therefore eliminated 
the entire program. Glennon will 
now remain to teach the classes. 

But students say their fight is not 
done yet, it has just begun a new 
phase. 

“We’re hoping we can keep rais- 
ing money and keep it open beyond 
one year to accept new students,” 
Annie Hamilton, from the ASL club 
which helped sponsor a bake sale last 
week to raise money for the program, 
said. “We have all next year to 
fundraise.” 

“It’s not just about fundraising, 
but to raise awareness about the pro- 
gram,” Hamilton said. 

Deaf Cluster Program student 
Sumit Malik said, “It’s not fair to the 
deaf community because it’s not tak- 
ing any new students, There are new 
people that need to be learning 
English.” 

“IT understand the business and 
economic side of it, but it would take 
away the opportunity for deaf stu- 
dents to be successful,” Malik said. 
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Students from the ASL 
and Deaf Cluster 
Program held a bake 
sale on Thursday, April 
30, to raise support for 
their efforts to keep the 

program open. 


Westfield State College is now offering a bachelor’s degree-completion 
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